
    Parish Church of St Luke - Holmes Chapel (Church Hulme) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The PCC of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Church Hulme, Registered Charity no. 1132587 

   Minutes of PCC Meeting Monday 18 May 2026, 7.30pm in St Luke’s church 

  Actions 

 Present: Canon Rob McLaren (Vicar and Chairman), Geoff Bond, Gill Brickwood, Janet 
Chettle, Rachel Copley, Debs Hinson, Mark Hopwood, Glen Jackson, Trevor Jenkins, Wendy 
Macdonald, Katharine Pilcher, Pat Pye, Alan Rickards, Barbara Smith, Steve Smith, Steve 
Waltho. Charlotte Webb. 

 

1 Welcome and introduction – Rob welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new 
Council following the Annual Meetings on 17th May, particularly Mark Hopwood and Steve 
Waltho who were newly elected.  Rob explained that this should be a short meeting to deal 
largely with procedural and any urgent matters. He then opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

2 Apologies for absence: Stephen Haigh.  

3 Minutes of meeting on Monday 9th March 2026 – these had been circulated previously. 
Janet proposed, seconded by Gill, that they be adopted as a true record of the meeting. This 
was approved nem. con. and the minutes were then signed by Rob. 

 

4 Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting – there were no urgent matters 
arising from the minutes. The date for the next Congleton Deanery Synod was still not fixed.  

 

5 Procedural Matters – Rob explained that the Council needed to make various 
appointments following the Annual Meetings on 17th May including Assistant Wardens (to 
help Janet as our sole Churchwarden), Sidespersons and other Church Officers. He 
proposed that this could be done by a shortened process: announcing the roles and 
proposed names and seeking an affirmative show of hands from those present. This was 
agreed and the appointments made by this process for the following year are listed below: 
Assistant Wardens:  
Geoff Bond, Lise Hopwood1, Mark Hopwood, Glen Jackson, Pat Pye and Charlotte Webb 
PCC Treasurer: Trevor Jenkins 
PCC Secretary: Steve Smith 
Electoral Roll and Data Protection Officer: Steve Smith 
Exodus: Rachel Copley, Rob McLaren, Steve Waltho 
Genesis2: Charlotte Flower, Debs Hinson 
Health and Safety Officer: Charlotte Webb 
Music Director: Wendy Macdonald 
Parish Giving Officer and Hall Booking Coordinator: Jayne Weaver  
Safeguarding Team: Janet Chettle (Lead), with Pat Pye, Rob McLaren 
Sidespersons:  
Michelle Carter, Linda and Stuart Gammon, Lise and Mark Hopwood, Karen Horton, Glen 
and Sandra Jackson, Trevor Jenkins, John Land, Alan and Anne Lane, John Oram, Jean Paton 
and Rod Pickles 
Verger: Geoff Bond 
Janet agreed to function as Vice-Chairman when required. 
It was agreed that the Standing Committee will comprise Rob, Janet, Trevor, Steve and 
Charlotte, joined (if required on an agenda basis) by another PCC member, The SC will 
normally meet in alternate months to the Council. 

 

 
1 Note: Lise Hopwood is not a PCC member 
2 Katharine Pilcher indicated that her daughter Lizzie would be interested in helping in Genesis 
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  Actions 

Steve reported that the PCC now has 18 members, that is: 4 ex officio members - Vicar, 
Churchwarden and 2 elected Deanery Synod representatives (Debs Hinson & Barbara 
Smith), plus 14 elected representatives.  Based on our revised Electoral Roll number of 221, 
an additional PCC member could be appointed if needed before the next APCM. 
A list of the Church Officers, other appointments and Council members (Appendix 1) is 
posted on the Church website and porch noticeboard. 

6 Finance – an update report (Appendix 2) by Trevor summarising the financial position to 
end of April had been circulated and was taken as read. There were no questions. 
Steve explained that newly elected Council members would also become trustees and need 
to sign the form affirming the Trustee Eligibility and HMRC Fit & Proper Persons 
Declarations.  He recommended that it would be good practice for all existing trustees to 
similarly affirm the Declarations.  This was agreed and forms would be provided. 

 

Steve 

7 St Luke’s 600+: outline next steps – Rob noted that he was very encouraged with the 
positive response and general enthusiasm from those attending the APCM to the 
presentation of the current proposals to reorder and extend the church.  The aim now is to 
have our architects further refine the proposals so that we have a clearer idea of overall 
cost and are ready for a public launch of the project in early September including a 
questionnaire to the wider community.   
The Standing Committee will continue to progress matters, but we will need to set up 
several work teams soon with the necessary expertise, under the headings Community, 
Operational and Finance/Legal.  We will be following up offers of help already received and 
have also retained a Consultant Project Manager, Suzanne Evans, who is experienced in 
managing similar reordering projects in churches in the St Asaph and Chester Dioceses, to 
guide us in structuring the project and seeking major grant assistance from bodies such as 
Heritage Fund.    

Standing 
Committee 

 

 

8 Safeguarding Matters – Janet reported that there were no matters to report.  She was 
arranging for the necessary additional DBS checks and continued Safeguarding training so 
that we continue to meet the CofE requirements 

Janet 

9 Any Other Business – Rob reported that the modified Modus Operandi for the Holmes 
Chapel Churches Together was now agreed by the Church leaders.  He proposed to sign it 
on behalf of St Luke’s at the next meeting in June.  This was agreed by the Council.  

Rob 

10 Dates of future meetings  
PCC (7.30pm in Massey Room) normally 2nd Monday in alternate months):  

• 2026: Monday 13 Jul, 14 Sep, 9 Nov 
• 2027: Monday 11 Jan, 8 Mar, 10 May  

Annual Meetings (10.45am in church): 
• 2027: Sunday 9 May (note: Easter Day is 28 Mar) 

 

11 Close of Meeting – there being no further business, Rob closed the meeting at 8.35 pm by 
inviting everyone to join in saying the Grace. 

 

 

Appendices to Minutes 

1. Church Council and Officers 
2. Financial Report 
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St Luke’s Church Council (PCC) - 2026-2027: 
Vicar and Chairman: Canon Rob McLaren (ex officio) 

Churchwarden: Janet Chettle (ex officio) 

Assistant wardens:  

Geoff Bond, Mark Hopwood, Lise Hopwood*, Glen Jackson, 
Pat Pye, Charlotte Webb 

Secretary: Steve Smith     Treasurer: Trevor Jenkins 

Elected Lay Members: 

Geoff Bond, Gill Brickwood, Rachel Copley, Stephen Haigh, 
Debs Hinson, Mark Hopwood, Trevor Jenkins,  
Wendy Macdonald, Katharine Pilcher, Pat Pye, Alan 
Rickards, Steve Smith, Steve Waltho, Charlotte Webb 

Elected Deanery Synod Representatives (ex officio): 

Debs Hinson, Barbara Smith 

* not a PCC member 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

St Luke’s Church Main Contacts: 
Vicar and PCC Chairman – Canon Rob McLaren  
tel. 01477 668695; 07591 730255; email: vicar@stlkhc.uk 

Churchwarden: - email: wardens@stlkhc.uk 

Janet Chettle: tel. 07912 618348 

Secretary: Steve Smith 
tel. 07801 621142; email: secy@stlkhc.uk 

Treasurer – Trevor Jenkins 
tel. 07969 885490; email: treasurer@stlkhc.uk 

Safeguarding Lead – Janet Chettle 
tel. 07912 618348; email: sfgd@stlkhc.uk 

Hall Bookings – Jayne Weaver 
tel. 07748 328032: email: hallbookings@stlkhc.uk 

 

mailto:vicar@stlkhc.uk
mailto:wardens@stlkhc.uk
mailto:secy@stlkhc.uk
mailto:treasurer@stlkhc.uk
mailto:sfgd@stlkhc.uk
mailto:hallbookings@stlkhc.uk
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St Luke’s Church Officers: 2026-2027 
Vicar and PCC Chairman: Canon Rob McLaren 

Churchwarden: Janet Chettle 

Assistant Wardens: 

Geoff Bond, Lise Hopwood*, Mark Hopwood, Glen Jackson, Pat 
Pye, Charlotte Webb 

Secretary: Steve Smith 

Treasurer:  Trevor Jenkins 

Verger: Geoff Bond 

Deanery Synod Representatives: 

Debs Hinson, Barbara Smith 

Director of Music: Wendy Macdonald 

Electoral Roll and Data Protection Officer: Steve Smith 

Exodus Leaders:  

Rachel Copley, Rob McLaren, Steve Waltho 

Genesis Leaders:  

Charlotte Flower, Debs Hinson 

Health and Safety Officer: Charlotte Webb 

Parish Giving Officer and Hall Booking Coordinator: Jayne 
Weaver 

Safeguarding Lead: Janet Chettle 

Sidespersons: 

Michelle Carter, Linda and Stuart Gammon, Lise and Mark 
Hopwood, Karen Horton, Glen and Sandra Jackson, Trevor Jenkins, 
John Land, Alan and Anne Lane, John Oram, Jean Paton, Rod 
Pickles 

* not a PCC member 



TREASURER’S REPORT APRIL 2026  TREVOR JENKINS
 

Treasurer’s Report for April 2026 
 
Income & Expenditure – (General Fund) 
April income of £11,344 exceeded expenditure of £11,210 by £134.  
 
Expenditure included £736 for Churchyard Maintenance in March and the cost of licensing WorshipTools for 
12 months. 
 
Year-to-date income in the General Fund has exceeded expenditure by £7,392. 
 

Available Reserves (General Fund) 
Our available reserves remain high at 4.7 months at the end of April (£52,453) but we need to continue to 
manage cash flow. 
 

Fund Totals 
The total of all funds at the end of April was £125,980. 
 

Church Fabric 
The Church Fabric fund at the end of April stood at £66,182. 

 
Church Hall 
The Church Hall fund at the end of April has recovered to £3,495. We will be reviewing hire costs for 
the start of the next booking year in September. The cleaner has increased his costs which are now 
£147.60 per week inclusive of VAT. We will look at the possibility of reducing cleaning from 3 to 2 
times per week with some interim cleaning between visits. 
 

Knutsford Road 
The Knutsford Road Churchyard fund has now been opened and has a balance of £1,001. We 
will be arranging some promotional material to seek contributions. 
 
600+ 
The 600+ project fund has also been opened and received £305 from the recent music 
weekend. 
 

 
Investment – Quilter CIA 
Our £45,000 investment with Quilter recovered some value in April and is now valued at £50,401 a growth of 
12%. At our recent annual review with EFAS it was suggested we consider taking the “earnings” from our 
investment to ease cash flow and give some protection from today’s volatile market.  
 
Supporting charts attached. 



St Luke's PCC, Holmes Chapel
Monthly Income / Expenditure totals - General Fund 
As at: 4 May 2026

Nominal code Jan_26 Feb_26 Mar_26 Apr_26 Year To Date

0101: Gift Aid - Bank £6,403 £5,937 £6,606 £6,508 £25,454
0110: Gift Aid - Envelopes £406 £352 £567 £328 £1,653
0201: Other planned giving £442 £442 £1,187 £452 £2,523
0301: Loose plate collections £213 £134 £138 £180 £665
0310: Digital Giving £375 £512 £536 £645 £2,068
0501; One-off Gift Aid Gifts £75 £185 £252 £237 £749
0601: Tax recoverable on Gift Aid £2,101 £1,911 £1,854 £2,012 £7,878
0701: Legacies £2,000 £0 £0 £0 £2,000
0901: Other funds generated £177 £161 £186 £119 £643
1101: Fees for weddings and funerals £1,285 £1,736 £1,655 £861 £5,537
1250: Magazine income - advertising £0 £0 £763 £0 £763
1260: Parish magazine sales £5 £15 £46 £2 £68
Income totals £13,482 £11,385 £13,790 £11,344 £50,001

1750: Finance Admin £6 £7 £7 £9 £29
1801: Giving to Missionary Societies - £300 £0 £0 £300
1850: Home Mission £16 £0 £11 £0 £27
1901: Stipends quota £197 £358 £297 £205 £1,057
1910: Ministry parish share etc £7,930 £7,930 £7,930 £7,930 £31,720
2001: Assistant staff costs - £90 £90 £285 £465
2120: Council tax £391 - - £413 £804
2140: Water rates - vicarage £0 £0 £0 £130 £130
2170: Education - £100 - -£100 £0
2301: Church running - Insurance £228 £228 £228 £228 £912
2310: Church office - telephone £78 £78 £78 £78 £312
2330: Church Maintainance £244 - £86 £0 £330
2331: Cleaning £125 £125 £125 £125 £500
2340: Upkeep of services £119 £113 - £141 £373
2350: Upkeep of Churchyard £737 £308 £108 £761 £1,914
2360: Administration £173 £61 £109 £362 £705
2401: Church running - electric £124 £90 £60 £71 £345
2410: Church running - gas £404 £439 £332 £260 £1,435
2420: Church running - water £7 £7 £10 £7 £31
2501: Magazine expenses £305 £305 £305 £305 £1,220
Expenditure totals £11,084 £10,539 £9,776 £11,210 £42,609

Balance (income - expenditure) £2,398.00 £846.00 £4,014.00 £134.00 £7,392

Income

Expenditure



St Luke's PCC, Holmes Chapel
Monthly Income / Expenditure totals - Church Hall
As at: 4 May 2026

Nominal code Jan_26 Feb_26 Mar_26 Apr_26 Year To Date

0901: Other funds generated £94 £97 £77 £132 £400
1240: Church Hall Lettings - Fund Raising £1,380 £1,569 £1,675 £2,232 £6,856
1245: Electricity generated - £142 - £0 £142
Income totals £1,474 £1,808 £1,752 £2,364 £7,398

1730: Cost of fetes and other events - - - £6 £6
2331: Cleaning £672 £608 £849 £564 £2,693
2530:Hall running - electricity £148 £185 - £138 £471
2540:Hall running - gas £299 £534 £420 £312 £1,565
2550:Hall running - insurance £63 £63 £63 £63 £252
2560:Hall running - maintenance - £104 £108 £21 £233
2580: Hall running water - - £161 £0 £161
2602: Music &Copyright Licenses £323 - £0 £323
2601: Governance costs examination/audit fee £0
2602: Music & Copyright Licenses £0

2710: Church Major Repairs - Installation - - - £0
Expenditure totals £1,505 £1,494 £1,601 £1,104 £5,704

Balance (income - expenditure) -£31.00 £314.00 £151.00 £1,260.00 £1,694

St Luke's PCC, Holmes Chapel
Monthly Income / Expenditure totals - Church Fabric
As at: 4 May 2026

Nominal code Jan_26 Feb_26 Mar_26 Apr_26 Year To Date

Income

0701: Legacies £5,000 - - £5,000

08A1: Non-recurring one off grants - - £7,306 - £7,306

1020: Bank and Building Society Interest £473 - £103 - £576
Income totals £5,473 £0 £7,409 £0 £12,882

Expenditure

2330: Church Maintenance - £2,558 - £2,558

2701:Church major repairs - structure £40,691 - - £40,691

2710:Church major repairs - installation £980 - - £980
Expenditure totals £41,671 £2,558 £0 £0 £44,229

-£36,198 -£2,558 £7,409 £0 -£31,347

Income

Expenditure
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Quilter - PCC Investment

Investment = £45,000

Value @ 30 Apr 2026 = £50,401

Increase = £5,401 = 12%



Quilter - Cranage RE Investment

Investment = £135,000

Value @ 30 Apr 2026 = £152,694

Increase = £17,694 = 13%
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