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. Annual Meetings held on Sunday 11th May 2025 in St Luke’s Church

HURCH OF

ST LUKE

Minutes of the meetings

Annual Meeting of Parishioners to Elect Churchwardens (Vestry Meeting)

1. Attendance and Apologies - Canon Rob McLaren, vicar of the Parish, chaired the meeting, and
71 members of the Church Electoral Roll were in attendance. Apologies had been received or were
recorded from 19 Roll members. Copies of the attendance record and apologies list may be inspected
on request.

2. Minutes of the previous Vestry meeting on 5th May 2024 - these had been circulated by
email and published on the PCC page of the Church website. No corrections were required.
Christopher Lees-Jones proposed and Val Cragg seconded that the minutes be adopted as a true
record of the meeting, which was agreed nem. con. Rob then signed the minutes. There were no
matters arising.

3. Election of Churchwardens - Rob explained that two nominations had been received for the
role of Churchwarden - Janet Chettle and Simon Kirkham. They had been duly proposed and
seconded, and no other candidates were now possible. Christopher Lees-Jones proposed and Val
Cragg seconded the election of Janet and Simon which was unanimously approved. Janet and Simon
were therefore duly elected as Churchwardens for a further year.

There being no other business, Rob closed the meeting at 10.55 am.

Signed: Date: 17 May 2026

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)

1. Attendance and Apologies - as for the Vestry meeting above.

2, Minutes of the previous APCM on 5th May 2024 - these had been circulated by email and
published on the PCC page of the Church website. No corrections were required. Stuart Gammon
proposed and Geoff Bond seconded that the minutes be adopted as a true record of the meeting,
which was agreed nem. con. Rob then signed the minutes. There were no matters arising.

3. Report on the new 2025 Church Electoral Roll (2025 ER) - Steve Smith, Church Electoral Roll
Officer, explained that as required by the Church Representation Rules 2025 (2025 Rules) a new ER had
been created to last for a further 6-year period until May 2031. Everyone named in the previous ER
(2019) had to reapply as did newcomers to the parish who met the joining requirements. The 2025 ER
had been duly constituted and published on 26 April 2025 as a list of the names of 216 lay members,
including 30 who had recently joined. As a result, it is possible to elect up to 15 lay members to the
Parochial Church Council (PCC).

4, Election of lay members to the PCC - Rob informed that Geoffrey (Geoff) Bond, Deborah

(Debs) Hinson, Trevor Jenkins and Pat Pye had been duly nominated and seconded for election as
lay members of the PCC. Following a proposal by Tim Fryer, seconded by John Land, Geoff, Debs and
Pat were duly elected, and Trevor was re-elected, all unanimously and to serve for a 3-year term.
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Rob explained that appointment of other Church officers and sidespersons was now conducted at the
first meeting of the new PCC.

5. Report on PCC Financial Statements for calendar year 2024 (2024 Accounts)! -Trevor
Jenkins, PCC Hon. Treasurer, supplemented his comments in the 2025 Annual Report:

Income: consistent levels of Planned Giving and plate collections, have helped secure our
financial stability. As a result, our total 2024 income was £183,404, including generous legacies
totalling £25,038.

Expenditure: ministry related costs amounted to £107,343, including our Parish Share to the
Chester Diocese of £89,696 and £8,148 to Christian charities. Essential maintenance and repair
costs for the church and hall were £57,363 for the church and hall.

Summary Financial Position - with the continued support of our congregation and prudent
financial management, we ended the financial year with a healthy surplus of £9,574. Our
balance sheet reflects this positive position. We aim to keep a reserve of about 3 months day
to day running costs in our General Fund but at year end the balance was £46,442 representing
just over 4 months. Our other main fund is the Church Fabric Fund which totalled £111,487.
The total value of our assets at the end of 2024 was £163,100.

Future considerations - while we celebrate our current financial position, we anticipate
increased costs maintaining the fabric of our historic building. In 2025, we have already spent
£18,866 on necessary repairs to the churchyard boundary wall and a further £30,000 will be
needed soon for essential repair/restoration of the Gallery windows, awaiting final diocesan
approval. At the same time day to day running costs, such as for energy costs continue to
increase significantly.

He concluded with these remarks: Your continuing faithful and generous giving, whether large or
small, is vital to the life and successful ministry of our church. lIts continuation will be crucial if we
are to meet future financial challenges and ensure St Luke’s can continue to serve Christ in our local
community effectively in the 21st century.

After some short Q&A about detailed items of the 2024 Accounts, Rob thanked Trevor for his
diligent efforts in maintaining the Church finances in such good order. These thanks were
echoed by enthusiastic applause from everyone present.

6. Appointment of independent Examiner for 2025 Financial Statements - Trevor thanked
Jeremy Bostock FCA for examining the 2024 accounts and proposed that he be reappointed as
independent Examiner of the 2025 PCC Financial Statements. This was seconded by Mike Street and
approved unanimously by all those present eligible to vote.

7. Reports on Parish Activities generally, Proceedings of the PCC and of the Deanery Synod -
Rob explained that the 2025 Rules require these reports to be presented at the APCM. However, all
had been included in the consolidated 2025 Annual Report which had been emailed to everyone on the
Church database, published on the website, and paper copies made available in church from 4th May.
He therefore proposed that all its content (including the reports required for the APCM) should be
taken as read but was open for any questions from those present. This proposal was agreed but there
were no questions.

TSummary 2024 Accounts were emailed with the 2025 Annual Report to those on the Church database and are
available on the Church website https://stlkhc.uk/PCC. Paper copies of the full 2024 Accounts were available
on request from the Hon. Treasurer from 4 May 2025
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Rob thanked everyone who had contributed to the content and preparation of the Report and to all the
leaders and helpers of the various Groups and activities amongst us building up the Lord’s work at St
Lukes. The Church Hall is working well after its refurbishment, and Knutsford Road churchyard has
benefitted from hardworking care by our contractors, planting several native trees (kindly donated by
HC Parish Council) and boundary hedge laying.

We look to continue our good momentum as we prepare to mark our 600th anniversary by
appropriately developing the church building for continuing worship and welcome in the local
community in our seventh century (St Luke's 600+). He explained that things are at an early stage yet
and there would be full consultation within the parish as plans develop so that we bring the whole
community with us. Possible solutions to current limitations being explored with the church architects
include providing safe level access to the church for everyone, creating new welcoming/mingling and
storage space by opening the areas beside the S and N doors, and providing toilet facilities outside the
building. He then invited general questions/comments from the meeting. A range of Q&A followed but
in general the response was encouraging.

8. Churchwardens’ report on the Church Fabric - Rob explained that, as in item 7 above, this
required report was also included in the consolidated 2025 Annual Report and could also be taken as
read but was open to any questions from those present. Some general Q&A followed.

On behalf of the churchwardens, Janet thanked the various assistant wardens, sidespersons and many
others who helped during services, mentioning Yvonne Janvier and Peter Cotton specifically as they are
standing down from office, and Michelle Carter for ensuring the church was always clean and tidy. Rob
also thanked everyone for their fellowship, service and the joy we are able to share in the Lord's name.

o. Any other business - no other items of business had been received. However, Tim Fryer
expressed his thanks to the small team which helps him in the preparation and presentation of screen
material for our ‘no books' services. Similarly, Stuart Gammon proposed a vote of thanks to the
organists and other musicians at our services. The meeting responded with enthusiastic applause.

10. Vicar's Closing remarks - Rob continues to be grateful and pleased to serve as part of St
Luke's and share in the progress we are making. Many churches have seen further decline, but the
pattern here is much more encouraging. We have seen a growth in numbers. New people have joined
us. Some from other churches. Some who have moved into the village. Quite a few who have lived in
the village for a while now and want to belong to a lively church. This has been helped by good
hospitality at Christmas time, and a successful Alpha Course in the new year. This growth in numbers
has outweighed the loss of much-loved church members to bereavement, infirmity and relocation. We
thank the Lord for His gracious provision in these tumultuous times.

Rob closed the meeting at 11.50am and invited everyone to join in saying the Grace.

Signed: Date: 17 May 2026
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