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  serving Christ in the local community 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 17th May 2026 
2026 Annual Report 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
INTRODUCTION - Every ecclesiastical parish in the Church of England is governed by the Church 
Representation Rules 2025 and must hold an Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by the end of May 
each year.  Last year, our APCM was held in church on Sunday 11th May 2025.  The minutes of that 
meeting are available on our website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc). 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is required to provide reports for the APCM including the Church 
Electoral Roll since the last APCM, proceedings of the PCC and Deanery Synod, activities of the parish 
generally, PCC financial statements for the previous calendar year (2025 PCC Accounts), Church Fabric, 
and a statement about our compliance with Safeguarding. 

This 2026 Annual Report consolidates these legally required reports together with contributions from 
leaders of parish Groups ready for the 2026 APCM.  Most sections therefore report on activities in the 
past 12 months, but some are confined to activities in the 2025 calendar year. 

Copies of this 2026 Annual Report (including at the end summary pages from the 2025 PCC Accounts) are 
available on  the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc) and are being  emailed to parishioners on our 
confidential circulation list.  A limited number of  printed copies of the Report will be available in 
church from Sunday 10th May for those who do not have access online.  From the same date, the 
complete 2025 PCC Accounts may be inspected in church and printed copies are available on request 
from the Hon. Treasurer, Trevor Jenkins (07969 885490). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FORWARD by our Vicar - My sixth full year in Holmes Chapel and Cranage has been a happy time with 
good encouragements.  

We have continued to make Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults more of the priority it should 
be.  I am grateful to Janet for overseeing the good progress our parish church has made so far, and very 
thankful to all leaders and helpers who have played their part in this and the other aspects of our work 
in the Lord’s name. 

We have seen growth of attendance in all our weekly congregations: Sunday 9am, Sunday 10.30 and 
Wednesday 10.30am.  We have seen growth in our Exodus Youth Group, and we pray for similar growth 
in our Genesis Children’s Group.  The Craft Groups have seen an encouraging fulfilment of Steph’s vision, 
involving many guests and newcomers as well as church regulars.  The Early Birds Toddler is now well 
established and happily busy.  Our engagement with the people of Holmes Chapel and Cranage is 
increasing. 

The Bible Society’s Bible Course was very well received.  We ordered 70 handbooks initially and ended 
up needing more than 90.  The number of newcomers in church since Christmas has spurred us to run a 
new Christianity Explored Course. 

We know that the harvest is not ours but the Lord’s.  It is good to be a worker in Jesus’ harvest field at 
this time. 

Yours in Christ, 

Canon Rob McLaren 

https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/
https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/
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CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL – The annual revision of the Church Electoral Roll (the Roll) required under the 
Church Representation Rules 2025 took place between 29 March and 26 April 2026 as duly notified. 

The revised Roll comprises 221 members (following 7 additions and 2 deletions) and has been published 
on 30 April as a list of names on the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc) and porch noticeboard for 
review and correction of errors before the APCM on 17 May 2026.   

Only those named on the Roll may attend the APCM and take part in proceedings including voting and 
election to the PCC or Deanery Synod.  Further additions to the Roll can only now take place after the 
conclusion of the APCM. 

Steve Smith - Electoral Roll Officer 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 
Council proceedings - the PCC has met six times since the last APCM to conduct general business and 
financial matters in support of the Vicar and Churchwardens.  Meetings were normally held every 2 
months on the 2nd Monday evening to receive and discuss reports from the Churchwardens, Treasurer, 
Deanery Synod representatives, the Safeguarding Team and other Church Officers on a variety of matters 
including project 600+ (readying the church building for the 21st century) and those mentioned below in 
the Fabric and Churchwardens’ Reports.  The PCC Standing Committee has met as required (often by 
videoconference) to manage parish activities and progress urgent matters between full PCC meetings. 

Membership - At the end of December 2025, the Council had 20 members and meetings were chaired by 
the Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren.  Agendas and Minutes of meetings are published on the PCC page of the 
church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/) and a paper copy can be supplied on request to the Secretary.  

2026 Annual Parish Meetings –The Annual Meeting to elect Churchwardens (Vestry Meeting) for 2026/27 
precedes the APCM in church on Sunday 17th May 2025 at 10.45am after a short service.  The APCM elects 
lay representatives to the PCC and this year also to the Deanery Synod and also conducts other business 
concerning the parish.  

Steve Smith – Hon. Secretary 

DEANERY SYNOD - During 2025, Deanery Synod convened on three occasions. 

March 11 (St Luke’s Goostrey): Rural Dean, Rev Ian Enticott of Congleton chaired the first meeting.  The 
keynote speakers were Bishop Sam Corley, Bishop of Stockport and Rev Jenny Bridgman, Interim Executive 
Officer for the Diocese.  They spoke on clergy well-being in the Diocese, where they are responsible for 
identifying issues experienced by clergy and parish leaders and can arrange professional support.  

June 12 (St Peter’s Elworth): Lay Chair, Margaret Cruxton led the second meeting.  The speaker was Anne 
Joyce, a speech therapist, who gave a presentation on DLD, Development Language Disorder.  This is a 
problem experienced by many worshippers and can lead to a lack of understanding of the content of 
services and result in people not attending worship or becoming isolated.  Mrs Joyce recommended some 
actions to make church attendance less stressful and more inclusive.  She offered to speak with parish 
representatives to help them to support sufferers. 

October 8 (Christ Church Alsager): the new Rural Dean, Rev Bee Boyd (who succeeded Ian Enticott after 
his retirement in September) chaired the final meeting.  The speaker was Matthew Wright, who is based at 
Tesco in Stoke-on-Trent.  He enjoys a diverse role assisting vulnerable customers in the store, distributing 
surplus food to the community and assisting with community projects like restoring the derelict 
astronomical observatory at Newchapel.   

Rev Christine Broad of Goostrey and Rev Heather Kemball of All Saints, Church Lawton updated us on the 
progress of discussions with the Diocese on part-time clergy working conditions and salary, which had 
lacked transparency and justice.   

Deanery Synod passed on an amended motion on part-time clergy posts to Diocesan Synod. 

Rev Harry Frost was instituted as vicar of St Peter’s Elworth in June and Rev Jim Cartlidge was inducted as 

https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/
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vicar of the four Rural Daneside Parishes of Marton, Siddington with Capesthorne, Eaton with Hulme 
Walfield and Swettenham in July.  St Mary’s and two other churches have been rebranded as the Parish of 
Sandbach. 

Barbara Smith and Tim Fryer – Deanery Synod Representatives 

FABRIC -  our Grade I listed church building, and the church goods and ornaments are in reasonable 
condition, given their general age.   The required annual inventory, maintenance checks and tests have been 
satisfactorily completed.    

The necessary quinquennial inspection (QI) of the church fabric is overdue and is scheduled for completion 
by the church architect during 2026.  In the meantime, we have undertaken some important repair and 
restoration works.   

The leaded glazing and frames of the Gallery and Vicar’s vestry windows have been sympathetically restored 
to high standard by the specialist contractor, Recclesia.   The church heating system also needed urgent 
attention to ensure adequate heat within the building, unfortunately coinciding with the window works.  
Replacing a radiator and the failing main circulatory pump has significantly improved things, but following 
specialist advice, upgrades to the boiler-room heat exchanger and pipework are scheduled for  Autumn 
2026. 

General maintenance of the Hall building and services has continued during the year with improvements to 
lighting, fire detection, audiovisual (AV), car parking and hygiene systems.  The blown warm air boiler fitted 
when the Hall was built is now beyond its serviceable life.  An appropriate replacement has been identified 
with the help of a specialist advisor and is scheduled for installation later this year.  

Clive Nash Landscapes continue to maintain the borders and churchyard beside the church, the Hall border, 
and the churchyard in Knutsford Road to a high standard, helped by volunteers weeding and tidying the 
memorials area for cremated remains at regular intervals during the grass growing season.  Further work to 
remove overgrown boundary laurels and dying trees is planned during 2026. 

Simon Kirkham & Janet Chettle: Churchwardens  
assisted by: Geoff Bond, Pat Pye and Charlotte Webb 

TREASURER’S REPORT on 2025 PCC Financial Statements - in 2025 expenses of £182,739 exceeded 
total income of £162,177 by £20,562 decreasing the net value of total assets to £146,723 including gains on 
investment assets.  

INCOME - total receipts from Donations and Legacies were £126,441, a reduction of ca. £20,000 on 
the previous year and due to a lower amount received via legacies.  Receipts from Weddings and 
Funerals were down by around £4,000 but income from Church Hall lettings was up by over £2,000. 

EXPENDITURE - Our Parish Share payment of £92,387 continues to be our largest outgoing 
representing 50% of total spend.  The cost of maintenance of the churchyard (including Knutsford 
Road) of £12,267 in 2025 over £5,673 in 2024 includes £3,773 for work done in 2024 but not invoiced 
until 2025. 

CHARITABLE GIVING - In 2025 we decreased our giving to other charities and disaster relief appeals 
by £1,896 compared with 2024 but still in line with 2023 and previous years.  

Summary pages from the examined 2025 PCC Financial Statements area appended to this Annual Report 
and are also available on the Church website.  The 2026 Annual Report is being emailed to all Church 
members on our confidential list.  The full 2025 PCC Financial Statements may be inspected in church from 
Sunday 10th May, and printed copies are available on request. 

Once again, I am thankful for the support given to me personally in fulfilling my role and for the underlying 
financial support to the Church from its members.  I would also like to record my personal thanks to our 
Independent Financial Examiner, Mr Jeremy Bostock FCA, for again examining the Financial Statements. 

Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC 
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CHURCHWARDENS REPORT ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS - A big “thank you” goes to all those many 
people who help with the visible and invisible work that keeps us running and directly supports our 
mission at St Luke’s.  We are particularly grateful for the commitment and expertise of the other Church 
Officers.   As wardens it is a privilege to work with all of you and your faithful service and support is 
appreciated. 

Following a successful pilot project, emailing recordings of our Sunday services for remote viewing via 
YouTube has been extended to everyone on St Luke’s confidential email list – 164 email addresses.  
Feedback has been very positive, enabling church members unable to get to church in person to share in 
the services from anywhere with an internet connection.  

St Luke’s continues to have positive engagement with partners in the village and parish.  There is regular 
contact between the churches, Holmes Chapel and Cranage Parish Councils, the HC Partnership and other 
community groups such as the British Legion.  We have been thankful for donations of funds from the 
Parish Councils to help support maintenance and upkeep of the churchyard on Knutsford Road. 

Several local choirs have held well attended concerts in the church and have appreciated the improved AV 
facilities provided 

Our Church Hall continues to be well used in support of both church and community groups, and we have 
seen several new hirers making good use of the facilities.  The online Hallmaster  booking system is 
working well and has simplified management of the main hall, Massey Room and the church.  

Simon Kirkham & Janet Chettle - Churchwardens 

SAFEGUARDING - during 2025 we attended a presentation which introduced us to the “Speak out stay 
Safe” Initiative which has been implemented by the Diocesan Safeguarding Team.  This included a range of 
resources for us to use, new information posters which are on the Church noticeboard and the Hall 
noticeboard, leaflets and lanyards with the logo on them. 

We have given lanyards to all wardens, assistant wardens, sidespeople and church officers. 

We have made good progress with Dashboard, a Diocesan safeguarding database that each Parish is 
required to complete.  New processes, to ensure we comply with the Parish Safeguarding handbook, have 
been implemented for the recruitment of all new volunteers within the Parish along with the supporting 
paperwork.  We continue to monitor the necessary compliance with the Church of England safeguarding 
training along with DBS checks where required.  A Safeguarding report is presented to each PCC Meeting. 

We have not been made aware of any Safeguarding issues during the reporting period that required 
further investigation.  

Janet Chettle, Rob McLaren and Pat Pye: The Safeguarding Team 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Luke’s Parish Activities - Faith related 
SMALL GROUPS FOR STUDY & FELLOWSHIP - It has been a good year for our Fellowship Groups.  After 
suspending the groups and doing the Bible Course in the Autumn, and then thanking Tim & Val Fryer who 
ended their long season of group leadership in December, we were able to open four new groups in the 
Spring, with eighty names of people involved.  

So now we have Sunday Evening Fellowship at the Wylies,’ Sunday Hall Fellowship with Rob/Simon, 
Monday Zoom Fellowship with Rob, Tues Afternoon Fellowship with John/Janet, Tuesday eve monthly with 
Jean, Weds afternoon Fellowship with Yvonne and a termly Book Group with Rob.   

It is a good encouragement that large and increasing numbers of our people want to grow in faith, Bible 
understanding and fellowship. 

Rob McLaren 
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‘EARLY BIRDS’ TODDLER GROUP - 'Early Birds' has continued to provide a term-time weekly, Thursday 
morning session for pre-school children and their carers in the main Hall.  

Attendance has increased and averages 15 children with 1 or 2 accompanying adults.  With a variety of 
toys, the children can enjoy free play and also take part in craft and music activities. 

A team of eight from St Luke’s helps run the sessions and I should like to thank them all for their support 
and enthusiastic input.  

Wendy Macdonald – ‘Early Birds’ Team Leader 

GENESIS –  our group for all children of Primary School age continues to meet on Sunday mornings during 
term time, usually starting in church as part of the 10.30 am congregation and then on our own in the Hall.  
We have been encouraged by the many offers of help to cover when one of the leaders is away - thank 
you. 

Over the last 12 months we have followed several Bible themes from both the Old Testament (such as 
Nehemiah and the Psalms) and the New Testament.  Over Easter, we used a Lego® themed series of 
Lessons which the children enjoyed as it was very relatable to them (using videos etc.) 

The Group is at the moment fairly small (around six children attend regularly with others “dipping in and 
out”), but we hope that with continuing Prayer and as more younger families come to Church that Genesis 
will continue to grow. 

Debs Hinson and Charlotte Flower – Genesis Leaders 

EXODUS – Exodus is our church youth group for young people in Years 7 to 13.  We have 15 regular 
members, supported by three leaders, and meet every Tuesday at 7:00pm for 45 minutes.  Our aim is to 
provide a welcoming space where young people can build friendships and explore their faith together. 

Throughout the year, we have enjoyed a variety of activities including quizzes, games and Bible studies.  It 
has been encouraging to see the group grow in confidence and openness. 

This year, we completed the Youth Alpha course, explored the story of Moses in Exodus and have begun 
looking at “Big Moments” in the Bible.  These studies have helped deepen understanding and spark 
meaningful discussions. 

Beyond our weekly meetings, we have continued to enjoy taking part in church events.  A particular 
highlight has been performing with our Exodus band, giving young people the opportunity to use their 
musical gifts and contribute to church life.  In addition, we have continued to enjoy the good weather with 
evening walks which have provided valuable time to strengthen friendships and fellowship. 

Overall, it has been a positive year, and we are thankful to see the group growing in faith.  We pray that 
Exodus will continue to grow and reach more young people in our local area. 

Rachel Copley, Steve Waltho and Rob McLaren – Exodus Leaders 

MOTHERS’ UNION – The Mothers’ Union is a worldwide Christian charitable organisation of four million 
members whose aim is helping families around the world.  This year it will celebrate its  150th anniversary.  

At St Luke’s, we are successfully run by a small committee and have 23 members who meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, and this is working well.  We also support a Prayer Partner parish with which 
keep in regular contact.  This year it is Christ Church, Willaston-in-Wirral. 

Our aim is to help families in our own diocese in as many ways as possible.  Some members help in the 
baby changing tent at the Cheshire Show each June; others knit premature baby items for the Neo-natal 
department at Leighton Hospital; and we have also been knitting blankets for the homeless. 

As part of a charitable organisation, we also raise money for National and Overseas MU charities through 
collection boxes and at our popular June Strawberry Tea – this year held on the 2nd Wed. 10th June.  We 
invite members from Deanery and past Prayer Partner parishes to this event where we sell books for 
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Literacy funding.  We usually have cake stalls as well to raise money for ‘Away From It All’ holidays for 
families who cannot afford a holiday, or for provisions to help mothers in prison who are looking after their 
babies.  

This year we have made use of the talents of our own members to help lead our meetings.  We now have a 
group of six sharing the meeting leadership, giving ideas and organisational support.  

Carole Elliott – Branch Secretary 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Luke’s Parish Activities - Fellowship related 
MUSIC - at regular services music has continued with organ and small choir at the early service and a 
combination of organ and music group with singers at the second service.  Once a month, additional 
singers make up an Allcomers Choir. 

The St. Luke’s Community Choir of about 30 singers has continued to meet weekly and has performed at 
several events. 

During the year, musical events at St Luke’s included performances by several groups during the village 
Christmas Market, during Lent for Christian Aid and at a music weekend comprising a Variety Concert and 
Songs of Praise services. 

Thank you to the many people who contribute to the music at St Luke’s. 

Wendy Macdonald - Director of Music 

BELL RINGING - A steady year regarding ringing for Sunday 10.30am service and national events such as 
the D Day and VE Day 80-year celebrations  In the summer, we took part in the area ringing competition 
and were lucky enough to win. 

I completed a Diocesan Tower Captains Safeguarding Leadership Course and several other ringers 
completed the Basic Course.  We now maintain a register of attendees in the tower for both practice nights 
and Sunday ringing as we commonly have visiting ringers from nearby on our practice night. 

Our bells were last re-hung and refurbished in the 1950s.  The coming next church quinquennial inspection 
may be an appropriate time to conduct an expert assessment and maintenance of the bells to ensure they 
remain in good ringing order for another 100 years. 

As usual, potential recruits are most welcome to come to a Friday evening practice and meet us. 

Mervyn Harrison - Tower Captain 

BRASS CLEANING - Our small team of Brass-cleaners meets four or five times a year to keep all the 
ornamental brass work in St Luke’s in prime condition especially for the main services at Christmas, Easter, 
Harvest and Remembrance.  The Ford family continue to help us at Christmas with dismantling and 
cleaning the aisle chandelier, for which many thanks. 

We are pleased and grateful to have another church member join the team last year, but we still need some 
more volunteers.  The work is very satisfying, not particularly demanding, and a chance for a friendly chat.  

If you are interested in helping, please phone me (07792 026642) for more information – you will be made 
very welcome! 

Jean Paton 

CRAFTING - St Luke's now has two well attended groups, meeting regularly in the main Hall for anyone 
interested in crafting; the Thursday afternoon group (led by Steph Kirkham) meets weekly during school 
term-time, and the Tuesday evening group (led by Gill Brickwood) meets monthly.  The groups are open to 
both St Luke's and the wider village community and aim to provide a relaxed, supportive, creative 
environment within which to learn and develop crafting skills whilst forming new friendships.   

This year we have continued to work on a wide range of projects using different media and techniques. 
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These have included making Easter gifts, Christmas and Spring wreaths, painting, macrame and crepe 
paper flower making, whilst at the same time enjoying friendly company, conversation and refreshments. 

Why not  come along and learn a new skill or develop your own skills with others and make friends along 
the way?  Feel free to invite a friend and enjoy crafting together.  Please contact Gill (Tues Group: 07528 
850303) or Steph (Thurs Group: 07742 009112) for more information. 

With the increased numbers attending the groups, we are both really grateful to the regular volunteers who 
help us prepare and deliver the sessions and provide refreshments. 

Gill Brickwood and Steph Kirkham – Craft Group leaders 

FLORISTRY: CHURCH FLOWERS - the flowers in church continue to be arranged every two weeks by a 
small group of volunteers.  We also get together to decorate the church for the special occasions of Easter, 
Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas.    

We are always looking for more help.  No expert flower-arranging skills are needed, and new people are 
always made welcome.  Anyone can sign the rota in the Church porch or contact me (01477 532870) and I 
will be happy to explain what we do! 

Anne Lane 

THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE - St Luke’s Community Coffee Mornings continue to run successfully in the 
Hall each Thursday from 10.15am.  We have 20 to 30 people attending each week who enjoy chatting over a 
cup of tea or coffee and often listening to varied live music.  Newcomers are always made very welcome 
either for a chat or to help out.  Please phone me (01477 532870) if you need more information. 

Anne Lane 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – throughout the last year we have been involved in providing the following activities 
for St Luke’s congregations, with all monies raised donated to Church funds: 
• Serving coffee and croissants between the two Sunday morning services
• Helping with the ‘Bring and share’ parish lunches
• Hosting a ladies’ Italian food and wine evening
• Serving Hot Cross buns and coffee at the ecumenical service on Good Friday
• Serving mulled wine and mince pies after the Christmas Carol service
• Organising the annual Harvest Supper
• Supporting the Music weekend by providing refreshments after events

We endeavour to vary our events and are aware of the need to provide further social events.  However, we 
are a small committee of 5 ladies, all busy and involved with other aspects of Church life, and so, if you 
would be happy to help out with the odd event, it would be useful to compile a list of volunteers! 

Bridget Senior - on behalf of the Social Committee 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Village Ecumenical Activities 
CHRISTIAN AID – this is an organisation which sets out to help people of all faiths in developing countries, 
working with local partners who take care that money donated goes to where it is most needed to enable 
people to help themselves.  For the past forty years the three churches in Holmes Chapel have worked 
together to support this charity. 

This small but effective group raises funds throughout the year for Christian Aid by supporting a variety of 
events.  For the financial year 2025-2026: 
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Date Event Notes Amount 
Raised 

May 2025 Christian Aid 
Week 

Quiz Night, Donation Envelopes, 
Village Collections 

£4537 

Oct 2025 Quiz Sheet Over 40 completed sheets were 
submitted 

£325 

Jan 2026 Quiz Night Ticket Sales £350 
Raffle £220 

£570 

Mar 2026 Lent Lunches x4 Ticket Sales £940 £940 
Total £6372 

Jackie Russo - St Luke’s for Holmes Chapel Christian Aid Group 

CHURCHES TOGETHER - The organising committee continues to meet twice a year to plan ecumenical 
activities.  These include the Pulpit Swap, the Good Friday Walk of Witness, creation and distribution of the 
Christmas card, and a stall at the Village Christmas Market. 

This year Pete and Brenda Shackleton stood down from their respective roles on the committee.  Rob and 
Jean hosted an evening to thank them for their years of devotion to this work. 

Julia Tomes took on the role of chair and the Modus Operandi for the group was updated and approved.  
Elaine Mellers has joined the committee as a representative from St. Luke’s. 

Elaine Mellers - for St Luke’s 

FOCUS – We thank God for His continued blessing on the Focus ecumenical fellowship group over the past 
forty-five years and look to Him for the future.  Worshippers from both St Luke’s and the Methodist Church 
attend our sessions in the Methodist Church Hall monthly on Fridays between September and June from 
8pm to 10pm and enjoy lunch together in January and a day’s excursion in May. 

Rev Yanyan Case inspired us at our opening meeting.  Growing up as an atheist in Mainland China, God 
turned her life around over twenty years ago.  Now a Methodist minister in Biddulph and beyond, she has 
initiated a well-attended Chinese fellowship.  David Eveleigh FSA from the Wirral then treated us to an 
erudite exposition on the history and design of “Bogs, Baths and Basins.”  We shared Christine and Brian 
Donlon’s interesting travels around “South Africa and Mauritius” on safari and in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth 
and Mauritius.  The next month, Methodist minister, Rev Anna Carrington shared how she had become a 
Christian, ironically when working at the first secular university in the UK, before introducing us to “Ignatian 
Spirituality.” 

The group enjoyed a splendid “New Year’s Lunch” at the Space Invader, Goostrey, followed by Will and Trish 
Litchfield’s exposition on the “Civilisations of the Indus Valley” after their trip to Pakistan.  They gave us 
fascinating insights into the Indus Valley Civilisation, Gandhara Buddhists, the Moghul and Sikh Empires and 
the British Raj! 

Then Sarah Webb inspired us with practical ways in which we can improve our care of creation – by using 
church land for nature; prayer, discussion and study; campaigning; working alongside local groups and 
engaging young people.  Alan Watkinson’s presentation of “A Family Trip to New York and Washington in 
September 2001” was gripping.  Amazingly, the family were standing atop the South Tower only six days 
before the plane struck it, when they were bound for Washington.  They were forced to turn back to their 
previous hotel, flying home only four days later than scheduled.  We look forward to a tour of Staircase 
House and Stockport Museum and lunch at the Arden Arms then viewing stunning photographs and videos 
of Svarlbard, the Grand Canyon… by award winning photographer, Stephen Coyne and his wife, Judith, to 
round off our programme. 

I want to thank those who publish our accounts, provide technical expertise, publicise our meetings, open 
up the Methodist church, supply refreshments and lead or attend meetings – you are much appreciated!  



Page 9 of 9  scs 20260501F

All are welcome at any session –programmes and posters are available on noticeboards in both church 
halls. 

Barbara Smith – Focus Group Secretary 

___________________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS
The Comms Team – comprises Gill Brickwood, Trevor Jenkins, Elaine Mellers, Alan Rickards, Jackie 
Russo and Steve Smith, who with our vicar, Rob McLaren, coordinate St Luke’s different publications 
(magazine, paper, web, Facebook and/or email) to update Church members.  We meet quarterly to review 
publications and future publicity needs about Church activities.   

Please use the team email address - media@stlkhc.uk - for all items proposed for publication and 
send as soon as they are ready.  Alternatively, leave a message for a on 01477 777123 for a team member 
to return. 

Audio-visual (AV) – we continue to benefit from our updated AV equipment and good internet 
connectivity in church, enabling us to record Sunday services and upload them to YouTube for later 
viewing via a dedicated link by church members unable to get to church. 

Any live streaming of services is currently confined to events where there is a clear requested need such 
as for weddings and funerals where people are unable to attend in person.   

We thank all our operators of the church AV systems for their reliable efficient support in Sunday church 
services.  We continue to encourage others to get involved.   

Parish Magazine – The Magazine is a helpful way to feel connected to village news and events, 
especially for those not able to get to church regularly.  Alan Rickards has continued to edit and prepare 
the content of the 10 issues per annum of the Magazine for local printing by The Print Room.  After 18 
years, Alan will be handing over this responsibility to Gill Brickwood in June 2026.  

Subscription support is down slightly on last year due to natural wastage with each issue now distributed 
to 247 subscribers in Holmes Chapel and Cranage and managed by Jackie Russo.  A further 46 copies are 
available for sale (cover price £1) in church and from the Print Room.  Advertising revenue has increased 
slightly managed by Gill Brickwood, and with subscriptions, now exceeds printing and production costs. 

Link – Rob produces this fortnightly summary sheet for everyone attending church services with 
headline material about parish activities and some key contact details.  It is also available on the church 
website for those unable to attend services in person. 

Website  https://stlkhc.uk/ – our main online presence, updated at least weekly with current 
information about church services, meetings, notices, and bible readings, contact information and the 
facility for online giving.  Users accessing the site continue to be predominantly from the UK. 

 stlukesholmeschapel– Elaine Mellers maintains our Facebook page and posts to other village 
groups, updating as needed mainly with posters about St Luke’s events and Festival services.  

A Church Near You - this CofE national website allows enquirers to find CofE churches in their area.  We 
update it with basic information about our services at St Luke’s and links to our main website. 

Church e-Mails - the Comms Team sends out occasional emails containing current/coming 
events/notices, links to service recordings to the e-mail addresses in the church secure database.  The 
messages are sent so that individual addresses are not communicated to others. 

Steve Smith – for Comms Team 

mailto:media@stlkhc.uk
https://stlkhc.uk/
https://stlkhc.uk/
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ST LUKE’S PCC – HOLMES CHAPEL 
CHARITY NUMBER 1132587 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT DETAILS 
For the period from 01 January to 31 December 2025 

Unrestricted Designated Restricted This year Last year
INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS 

Donations and Legacies 

0101 - Gift Aid - Bank 70,534 0 0 70,534 64,770

0110 - Gift Aid - Envelopes 6,956 0 0 6,956 7,982

0201 - Other planned giving 6,579 0 0 6,579 7,415

0301 - Loose plate collections 2,330 0 0 2,330 5,026

0310 - Digital Giving 9,769 0 0 9,769 6,304

0501 - One-off Gift Aid gifts 1,972 30 0 2,002 1,441

0550 - Donations appeals etc 61 808 0 869 2,188

0601 - Tax recoverable on Gift Aid 21,119 0 0 21,119 21,552

0701 - Legacies 0 2,191 0 2,191 25,038

08A1 - Non-recurring one-off grants 500 0 0 500 1,152

0901 - Other funds generated 1,623 1,969 0 3,592 3,238

Donations and legacies Totals 121,443 4,998 0 126,441 146,106

Income from charitable activities 

1101 - Fees for weddings and funerals 13,486 0 0 13,486 17,575

1210 - Bookstall sales to promote objectives 281 0 0 281 0

Income from charitable activities Totals 13,767 0 0 13,767 17,575

Other trading activities 

0910 - Rummage sales etc 15 0 0 15 1,802

0920 - Ticket Sales - concerts, fetes, suppers, etc 0 95 0 95 0

1220 - Bookstall sales - fund raising 10 0 0 10 0

1240 - Church hall lettings - fund raising 0 15,858 0 15,858 13,461

1245 - Electricity generated  0 790 0 790 649

1250 - Magazine income - advertising 1,395 0 0 1,395 1,382

1260 - Parish magazine sales 1,523 0 0 1,523 1,587

Other trading activities Totals 2,943 16,743 0 19,686 18,881

Investments 

1020 - Bank and building society interest 0 2,283 0 2,283 842

Investments Totals 0 2,283 0 2,283 842

Receipts Grand totals 138,153 24,024 0 162,177 183,404

Appendix to Church Hulme - St Luke, 2026 Annual Report
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 EXPENDITURE ON: 

        
Raising funds 

 Unrestricted Designated  Restricted This Year Last Year

1730 - Costs of fetes & other events 0 119 0 119 22

1740 - Investment management costs 0 0 0 0 675

1750 - Finance Admin 139 0 0 139 538

Raising funds Totals  139 119 0 258 1,235
       
1801 - Giving to missionary societies 1,000 0 0 1,000 2,164

1830 - Giving - relief and development agencies 96 0 0 96 0

1850 - Home mission 1,814 0 0 1,814 2,232

1870 - Secular charities 0 0 0 0 100

1901 - Stipends quota 3,257 0 0 3,257 6,318

1910 - Ministry parish share etc 92,387 0 0 92,387 89,696

2001 - Assistant staff costs 1,580 0 0 1,580 2,896

2101 - Working expenses of incumbent 824 0 0 824 886

2120 - Council tax 3,896 0 0 3,896 3,710

2140 - Water rates - vicarage 461 0 0 461 468

2150 - Vicar's telephone 468 0 0 468 405

2170 - Education 210 17 0 227 165

2301 - Church running - insurance 2,719 0 0 2,719 2,659

2310 - Church office - telephone 930 0 0 930 543

2320 - Organ / piano tuning 468 0 0 468 1,295

2330 - Church maintenance 4,048 118 0 4,166 6,581

2331 - Cleaning 1,580 7,467 0 9,047 8,333

2340 - Upkeep of services 995 330 0 1,325 1,116

2350 - Upkeep of churchyard 12,267 0 0 12,267 5,673

2360 - Administration 1,981 443 0 2,424 4,170

2370 - Visiting speakers / locums 0 0 0 0 130

2401 - Church running - electric 905 0 0 905 925

2410 - Church running - gas 2,523 0 0 2,523 2,752

2420 - Church running - water 85 0 0 85 117

2501 - Magazine expenses 3,083 0 0 3,083 3,052

2530 - Hall running - electricity 0 1,464 0 1,464 1,451

2540 - Hall running - gas 0 2,361 0 2,361 1,707

2550 - Hall running - insurance 0 746 0 746 760

2560 - Hall running - maintenance 0 6,852 0 6,852 12,119

2570 - Hall running - telephone 0 0 0 0 147

2580 - Hall running - water 0 625 0 625 557

2601 - Governance costs examination/audit fee 47 0 0 47 35

2602 - Music & Copyright Licenses 1,140 295 0 1,435 1,324

2701 - Church major repairs - structure 0 22,647 0 22,647 0

2710 - Church major repairs - installation 0 0 0 0 6,981

2820 - Hall + major repairs - installation 0 0 0 0 1,128

2830 - Hall + interior and exterior decorating 0 352 0 352 0

Expenditure on charitable activities Totals  138,764 43,717 0 182,481 172,595
       

Other expenditure Totals  0 0 0 0 0
       

Payments Grand totals  138,903 43,836 0 182,739 173,830
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ST LUKE’S PCC – HOLMES CHAPEL 
CHARITY NUMBER 1132587 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
For the period from 01 January to 31 December 2025 

 

Class and nominal code General Designated Restricted Total Last 
year  Current Asset – Cash at Bank and in Hand 

   
 

6501: Cur PCC Church Barclays Current 45,167 3,255 (58) 48,364 48,232
 

6505: Cur Bellringers (Barclays) 0 373 0 373 323
 

6562: Dep Church Fabric Barclays Deposit 0 0 0 0 18,517
 

6563: Deposit - Charity Bank 1 year fixed 0 0 0 0 20,000
 

6565: Cambridge & Counties Bank 2 Year Fixed Rate 
Bond Issue 44  

0 26,131 0 26,131 25,000
 

6566: Charity Bank - Ethical Easy Access Account 0 21,055 0 21,055 0
 

6582: PC Vestry petty cash 22 21 0 43 282
 

6583: PC Social committee Petty Cash 0 0 0 0 16

Total 45,189 50,835 (58) 95,966 112,370

 Current Asset - Debtors 
 

6600: Dbr HMRC Gift Aid 0 0 0 0 5,716

Total 0 0 0 0 5,716

 Current Asset - Investment 
 

6564: Quilter CIA 0 50,699 0 50,699 46,514

Total 0 50,699 0 50,699 46,514

 Liability – Agency Accounts 
 

6699: Agency collections 0 0 (58) (58) 0

Total 0 0 (58) (58) 0

 Liability – Creditors: Amounts Falling Due in One Year 
 

6602: Unpresented cheques 0 0 0 0 1,500

Total 0 0 0 0 1,500

  
 

Net total assets    45,189 101,534 0 146,723 163,100
 

General (Unrestricted) 45,189 0 0 45,189 46,442
 

Designated - Bring 0 361 0 361 311
 

Designated - Chall 0 1,800 0 1,800 4,602
 

Designated - ChuFabric 0 97,529 0 97,529 111,487
 

Designated - Music 0 1,674 0 1,674 0
 

Designated - SocCtee 0 170 0 170 258

Total    45,189 101,534 0 146,723 163,100

 

  


	serving Christ in the local community
	INTRODUCTION - Every ecclesiastical parish in the Church of England is governed by the Church Representation Rules 2025 and must hold an Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by the end of May each year.  Last year, our APCM was held in church on Sun...

	_________________________________________________________________________________________________
	CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL – The annual revision of the Church Electoral Roll (the Roll) required under the Church Representation Rules 2025 took place between 29 March and 26 April 2026 as duly notified.
	The revised Roll comprises 221 members (following 7 additions and 2 deletions) and has been published on 30 April as a list of names on the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc) and porch noticeboard for review and correction of errors before the APC...
	Only those named on the Roll may attend the APCM and take part in proceedings including voting and election to the PCC or Deanery Synod.  Further additions to the Roll can only now take place after the conclusion of the APCM.
	Steve Smith - Electoral Roll Oﬃcer
	Council proceedings - the PCC has met six times since the last APCM to conduct general business and financial matters in support of the Vicar and Churchwardens.  Meetings were normally held every 2 months on the 2nd Monday evening to receive and discu...
	Membership - At the end of December 2025, the Council had 20 members and meetings were chaired by the Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren.  Agendas and Minutes of meetings are published on the PCC page of the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/) and a paper c...
	2026 Annual Parish Meetings –The Annual Meeting to elect Churchwardens (Vestry Meeting) for 2026/27 precedes the APCM in church on Sunday 17th May 2025 at 10.45am after a short service.  The APCM elects lay representatives to the PCC and this year als...
	Steve Smith – Hon. Secretary
	DEANERY SYNOD - During 2025, Deanery Synod convened on three occasions.
	FABRIC -  our Grade I listed church building, and the church goods and ornaments are in reasonable condition, given their general age.   The required annual inventory, maintenance checks and tests have been satisfactorily completed.
	The necessary quinquennial inspection (QI) of the church fabric is overdue and is scheduled for completion by the church architect during 2026.  In the meantime, we have undertaken some important repair and restoration works.
	The leaded glazing and frames of the Gallery and Vicar’s vestry windows have been sympathetically restored to high standard by the specialist contractor, Recclesia.   The church heating system also needed urgent attention to ensure adequate heat withi...
	General maintenance of the Hall building and services has continued during the year with improvements to lighting, fire detection, audiovisual (AV), car parking and hygiene systems.  The blown warm air boiler fitted when the Hall was built is now beyo...
	Clive Nash Landscapes continue to maintain the borders and churchyard beside the church, the Hall border, and the churchyard in Knutsford Road to a high standard, helped by volunteers weeding and tidying the memorials area for cremated remains at regu...
	Simon Kirkham & Janet Chettle: Churchwardens
	assisted by: Geoff Bond, Pat Pye and Charlotte Webb
	Once again, I am thankful for the support given to me personally in fulfilling my role and for the underlying financial support to the Church from its members.  I would also like to record my personal thanks to our Independent Financial Examiner, Mr J...
	Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC
	Attendance has increased and averages 15 children with 1 or 2 accompanying adults.  With a variety of toys, the children can enjoy free play and also take part in craft and music activities.
	A team of eight from St Luke’s helps run the sessions and I should like to thank them all for their support and enthusiastic input.
	Wendy Macdonald – ‘Early Birds’ Team Leader
	Over the last 12 months we have followed several Bible themes from both the Old Testament (such as Nehemiah and the Psalms) and the New Testament.  Over Easter, we used a Lego® themed series of Lessons which the children enjoyed as it was very relatab...
	The Group is at the moment fairly small (around six children attend regularly with others “dipping in and out”), but we hope that with continuing Prayer and as more younger families come to Church that Genesis will continue to grow.
	Debs Hinson and Charlotte Flower – Genesis Leaders
	Rachel Copley, Steve Waltho and Rob McLaren – Exodus Leaders
	Mervyn Harrison - Tower Captain
	BRASS CLEANING - Our small team of Brass-cleaners meets four or five times a year to keep all the ornamental brass work in St Luke’s in prime condition especially for the main services at Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance.  The Ford family co...
	We are pleased and grateful to have another church member join the team last year, but we still need some more volunteers.  The work is very satisfying, not particularly demanding, and a chance for a friendly chat.
	If you are interested in helping, please phone me (07792 026642) for more information – you will be made very welcome!
	Jean Paton
	CRAFTING - St Luke's now has two well attended groups, meeting regularly in the main Hall for anyone interested in crafting; the Thursday afternoon group (led by Steph Kirkham) meets weekly during school term-time, and the Tuesday evening group (led b...
	This year we have continued to work on a wide range of projects using different media and techniques.  These have included making Easter gifts, Christmas and Spring wreaths, painting, macrame and crepe paper flower making, whilst at the same time enjo...
	Why not  come along and learn a new skill or develop your own skills with others and make friends along the way?  Feel free to invite a friend and enjoy crafting together.  Please contact Gill (Tues Group: 07528 850303) or Steph (Thurs Group: 07742 00...
	With the increased numbers attending the groups, we are both really grateful to the regular volunteers who help us prepare and deliver the sessions and provide refreshments.
	Gill Brickwood and Steph Kirkham – Craft Group leaders
	FLORISTRY: CHURCH FLOWERS - the flowers in church continue to be arranged every two weeks by a small group of volunteers.  We also get together to decorate the church for the special occasions of Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas.
	We are always looking for more help.  No expert flower-arranging skills are needed, and new people are always made welcome.  Anyone can sign the rota in the Church porch or contact me (01477 532870) and I will be happy to explain what we do!
	Anne Lane
	THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE - St Luke’s Community Coffee Mornings continue to run successfully in the Hall each Thursday from 10.15am.  We have 20 to 30 people attending each week who enjoy chatting over a cup of tea or coffee and often listening to varie...
	Anne Lane
	This small but effective group raises funds throughout the year for Christian Aid by supporting a variety of events.  For the financial year 2025-2026:
	Jackie Russo - St Luke’s for Holmes Chapel Christian Aid Group




