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    serving Christ in the local community 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 11th May 2025 

Annual Report 2025 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTION - Under the Church Representation Rules (2022), every parish must hold an 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by the end of May each year.  Last year, our APCM 
was held in church on Sunday 5th May 2024. The minutes of that meeting are available on our 
website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc). 

For each APCM, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) must provide reports which include 
information about the Church Electoral Roll, proceedings of the PCC and parish activities 
generally, the independently examined PCC financial statements for the calendar year 2024 
(2024 PCC Accounts), a report on the Church fabric, goods and ornaments, a report on 
proceedings of the Deanery Synod, and a statement about compliance with Safeguarding. 

This document provides these required reports in a consolidated 2025 Annual Report for this 
year’s APCM.  Some sections therefore contain material relating to the 2024 calendar year 
and others contain information on changes since the last APCM on 5th May 2024. 

Copies of the 2025 Annual Report and the summary 2024 PCC Accounts are available on  the 
church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc) and have been emailed to parishioners on our 
circulation list. A few printed copies will also be available in church from Sunday 4 May for 
those who do not have access online. 

Copies of the full 2024 PCC Accounts are available on request from the Hon. Treasurer, Trevor 
Jenkins (07969 885490). 

_____________________________________________________________ 

FORWARD by our Vicar - My fifth full year in Holmes Chapel and Cranage has been a time of 
significant challenges and important encouragements. 

The most urgent of challenges was helping to make Safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults the priority it should be.   It was hard to witness the foolishness of the CofE 
Archbishops, as their Safeguarding failures were brought to light.  Their inadequate 
statements magnified their irresponsibility and also put the Safeguarding spotlight on the rest 
of us.   I am grateful to Janet for overseeing the good progress our parish church has made so 
far, and to all leaders and helpers who have played their part. 

Another particular challenge has been coping with the foolishness of our Archbishops in 
seeking to change the Doctrine of Marriage by stealth, instead of following proper canonical 
process.  This has caused serious disunity, not least because they had assured fellow bishops 
and General Synod that they were not changing the doctrine. So it was that the PCC received 
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a letter from Bishop Mark, and I needed to make a stand on my faithful conviction that the 
Bible is clear that Christian marriage is between a man and a woman.  We live in strange 
times!  The Archbishops’ pretence that the church can teach thoroughly opposite views at the 
same time has served to compromise our denomination’s credibility.   

The result of this malaise in many churches has been further decline, but in our parish the 
pattern is much more encouraging.  We have seen a growth in numbers.  New people have 
joined us.  Some from other churches.  Some who have moved into the village.  Quite a few 
who have lived in the village for a while now and want to belong to a lively church.  This has 
been helped by good hospitality at Christmas time, and a successful Alpha Course in the new 
year.  This growth in numbers has outweighed the loss of much-loved church members to 
bereavement, infirmity and relocation.  We thank the Lord for His gracious provision in these 
tumultuous times. 

Another great encouragement has been our progress in making our church buildings and 
churchyards fit for the 21st Century.  The old churchyard wall has been thoroughly repaired 
and the approach to the South Door made more accessible.  The Church Hall is working well 
after its refurbishment, and Knutsford Road Churchyard has benefitted from hardworking 
care and new trees/ hedge laying by our contractors. We hope to continue this good 
momentum as we look to launch St Luke’s 600+ with the aim of appropriately developing the 
church building to enable its further use for worship and welcome in its seventh century.  

Thank you for your commitment to St Luke’s Church and your faithfulness to the Lord of the 
Church, Jesus Christ.  He is the best of leaders.  His yoke fits. His burden is light. His hand 
guides us gently but firmly. His grace is sufficient. 

Yours in Christ,  

Canon Rob McLaren 
 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL - In common with other CofE Churches, St Luke’s was required to 
compile an entirely new Electoral Roll to be effective from the 2025 Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting on 11 May 2025.  Being on the Roll is a way of saying “I belong” – an act of 
commitment to St Luke’s and to the wider Church. Members of the Roll are entitled to attend 
and take part in the business of the APCM including vote and can stand for PCC office at the 
APCM. 

Notification of the creation of the new Roll and the need for all members of the previous Roll 
(and anyone else meeting the necessary formal requirements) wishing to join the new Roll, to 
make a new application to join by 20 April 2025, was published in the church website 
(https://stlkhc.uk), porch notice board, magazine and by email from 26 Jan 2025.  

The new 2025 Church Electoral Roll was duly constituted on 23 April 2025 and published 
on 26 April 2025 (for checking/correction purposes) on the church website and porch 
noticeboard as a list of the names of 216 lay members including 30 newly joined.  

No further additions to the new Roll can now be made until after the conclusion of the APCM 
on 11 May. 

 
Steve Smith - Electoral Roll Officer 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

Council proceedings - Since the last APCM in May 2024 the PCC has met six times to conduct 
general business and financial matters in support of the Vicar and Churchwardens.  Meetings 
were normally held every 2 months on the 2nd Monday evening to receive and discuss reports 
from the Churchwardens, Treasurer, Deanery Synod representatives, and other Church 
officials on a variety of matters including those mentioned below in the Fabric and 
Churchwardens’ Reports.  The PCC Standing Committee has met as required (often by 
videoconference) to facilitate parish activities and progress urgent matters between full PCC 
meetings. 

Membership - At the end of December 2024, the Council had 19 members (including 2 
members co-opted following the resignation of 2 elected members) and meetings were chaired 
by the Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren.  Agendas and Minutes of meetings were published on the 
PCC page of the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/) and a paper copy can be supplied on 
request to the Secretary.  

Annual Parish Meetings –The Annual Meeting to elect Churchwardens (APM) for 2025/26 
precedes the APCM on Sunday 11th May 2025 at 10.45am after a short service of Morning 
Worship.  The APCM elects lay representatives to the PCC and conducts other business 
concerning the parish.  

Steve Smith – Hon. Secretary 
 
 

 

 

DEANERY SYNOD - During 2024, Congleton Deanery Synod convened on two rather than the 
customary three occasions.  Both meetings were chaired by Rural Dean, Revd Ian Enticott of 
Congleton. 

The first meeting took place in St Luke’s on Thursday, 20th June 2024 when we were inspired 
by keynote speaker, Revd Christine Wright, who heads the Chaplaincy Team at Royal Stoke 
University Hospital.  She described the team’s role and vision in a large multi-faith area, 
counselling patients, staff and visitors who sought help frequently in life-changing situations. 

Members of the Diocesan Safeguarding team led by ex-social workers, Claire Collins and Lynn 
Everton spoke at St Mary Magdalene’s, Alsager on 22nd October on the importance of 
Safeguarding within the work of each parish.  They focused on Safeguarding Standards, Parish 
Safeguarding Dashboards, and the imminent launch of Parish Hubs and Safer Recruitment and 
responded to multiple questions from the floor. 

Revd Heather Kemball’s motion proposing a review of part-time clergy working conditions was 
passed by Deanery Synod and sent to Diocesan Synod for consideration. 

In early July, three lay people and five members of clergy including our vicar, Canon Rob 
McLaren, were elected to Diocesan Synod. Former Rural Dean, Canon David Page, retired in 
October. A new incumbent to replace Revd Ian Arch is being sought for the four rural Daneside 
Parishes of Marton, Siddington with Capesthorne, Eaton with Hulme Walfield, and 
Swettenham. 

Barbara Smith and Tim Fryer – Deanery Synod Representatives 
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FABRIC GOODS AND ORNAMENTS - Our Grade I listed church building, the church goods and 
ornaments are in reasonable condition, given their general age and the required annual 
maintenance checks and tests which have been conducted. However, there is always the need 
to be vigilant, and we are awaiting faculty permission from the diocese to undertake repairs to 
the Gallery windows.   

A Property Maintenance Team has been set up to handle repairs and maintenance both to the 
church and Hall.  

The repair work to the South boundary wall and alterations to the path have been completed 
to a high standard by the contractors Midland Masonry. The step from the road has been 
removed and the path to the South Door releveled allowing improved safe access to the 
church for those using wheelchairs, walkers, prams and the like. 

The streaming of some events has been successful and very well received, particularly for 
those involving the village where St Luke’s played a central role, such as the D-day 
Commemoration and Remembrance Sunday. 

Clive Nash Landscapes continue to maintain the churchyard and borders beside the church, 
the Hall border, and the Knutsford Road churchyard to a high standard, helped by volunteers 
weeding and tidying the memorials area for cremated remains three times a year. 

Janet Chettle & Simon Kirkham: Churchwardens  
assisted by: Geoff Bond, Peter Cotton, Yvonne Janvier, Pat Pye and Charlotte Webb 

2024 TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APCM - Total income in 2024 of £183,404 exceeded expenses 
of £173,830 by £9,574 increasing the net value of total assets to £163,100 including gains on 
investment assets.  

INCOME -Total receipts from Donations and Legacies were £146,106 boosted by one 
legacy of £24,000. Increases in receipts from Weddings and Funerals and from Church 
Hall lettings were recorded. We also benefited by £1,802 from the sale of redundant office 
equipment presented to us.  

EXPENDITURE - Our Parish Share payment of £89,696 continues to be our largest 
outgoing representing 51% of total spend. Other significant increases were in 
maintenance costs for both the Church (£6,581) and Hall (£12,119) and in energy bills for 
both buildings.  

CHARITABLE GIVING - In 2024 we increased our giving to other charities and disaster 
relief appeals by £1,542 to £8,148 or by 23% compared with 2023. 

Once again, I am thankful for the support given to me personally in fulfilling my role and for 
the underlying financial support to the Church from its members. 

Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC 

CHURCHWARDENS REPORT ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS - Thank you to the team of 
Assistant Churchwardens for all their assistance with Church Services.  Thank you also to our 
loyal team of Sidespeople. They provide a warm welcome and support during all our services. 

Trevor Jenkins and Steve Smith do much work behind the scenes to ensure the smooth 
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running and upkeep of St Luke’s; we are thankful for their commitment and expertise. 

During this year, the Church Hall Committee decided, after many years of loyal service that the 
time had come for them to retire. Management of the Church Hall is now directly the 
responsibility of the PCC.  A new online booking and invoicing system has been introduced 
which has streamlined the process and made it more transparent. The new booking system 
has received very favourable comments from users of the Hall.  

Thank you to everybody who gives their time, knowledge, and enthusiasm to make St Luke’s an 
active and caring Church within our local community. 

Janet Chettle & Simon Kirkham - Churchwardens 

SAFEGUARDING REPORT - During the summer of 2024, a suggestion to form a Safeguarding 
Team was approved by the PCC. This was felt to be a more effective way to ensure we comply 
with all safeguarding requirements.  

The Team consists of Janet Chettle as the Team Lead, with Rob McLaren and Pat Pye as team 
members. A poster has been put up in the Hall with pictures of the Team and with their contact 
details to ensure that everyone knows who to contact with any concerns they may have. 

We have made good progress with Dashboard, a Diocesan safeguarding database that each 
Parish is required to complete. New processes, to ensure we comply with the Parish 
Safeguarding Handbook, have been agreed by the PCC for the recruitment of all new 
volunteers within the parish and we are making good progress in completing all the necessary 
paperwork.  

We continue to monitor the necessary compliance with the Diocesan safeguarding training 
along with DBS checks where required.  We have not been made aware of any safeguarding 
issues during the reporting period that required further investigation. 

 Janet Chettle, Rob McLaren and Pat Pye: The Safeguarding Team 
 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
St Luke’s Parish Activities since the last APCM 
Faith related Groups 

‘EARLY’ BIRDS TODDLER GROUP - 'Early Birds' has continued to provide a weekly term-time, 
Thursday morning session for toddlers and their carers in the main Hall.  

Attendance averages ten toddlers with accompanying adults.  Craft and music activities are 
available in addition to free play with a variety of toys, and refreshments are provided. 

A team of eight members from St Luke’s helps me run the sessions and I should like to thank all 
of them for their support and inputs. 

  
Wendy Macdonald – ‘Early Birds’ Leader 
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GENESIS – this young children’s group continues to meet regularly during term time, this year 
with new leaders – Charlotte Flower, Steph Kirkham and Debs Hinson.  Twelve or so children 
are on our roll with about six attending on a regular weekly basis.  However, encouragingly, two 
new families have recently joined us and so we hope to increase our numbers soon. 

We mostly use material from “Faith in Kids” which we find very suitable for the mixed ages of 
our small group.  Recent topics have included “Bible Heroes” and “Meals with Jesus” (very 
popular as food involved!).  We have been blessed by the addition of the screen in the main Hall 
which has been a great resource for the children. 

The Christmas Nativity play was well represented by our children who rehearsed faithfully over 
several weeks.  We were very pleased with their performance at the Service which was well 
attended. Debora Bayes kindly joined us and greatly helped with rehearsing the songs. 

Some of our children have participated in other Family Services, for example, readings on 
Mothers’ Day where they also presented all the ladies with a small handmade craft. 

Around 100 boxes were gifted and filled for Operation Christmas Child, and we helped provide 
activities for the many families visiting St Luke's during the Christmas markets.  

We continue to pray for Genesis and that numbers will grow. To this end, we have discussed 
additional ways to promote the Group such as Facebook and during Rob’s visits to local Primary 
Schools. 

Sadly, Steph has stepped back from Genesis due to other commitments, and we are currently 
looking for a new third Leader as three seems ideal to cover absences etc.  

Overall, the Genesis Team remains very positive and looking forward to the Year ahead. 

Debs Hinson and Charlotte Flower – Genesis Leaders 

EXODUS – we are St Luke’s group for young people in years 7-11, meeting every Tuesday 
evening in the church Hall. We are currently led by a dedicated team of three leaders and have 
ten regular members attending each week. This year has been full of energy, growth, and great 
conversations.  

Each session includes a fun mix of activities: we start with a quiz, followed by a Bible study or 
focus question to encourage deeper thinking and discussion, and end with some games which 
often bring out our competitive side. This year, we have been working through the Youth Alpha 
Course, which has sparked some fantastic conversations. Many of the topics have inspired our 
young people to ask questions which we have then discussed deepening our understanding of 
God, the bible and being a Christian in the modern world. 

A particular highlight this year has been the formation of our youth music group. The group has 
enjoyed rehearsing together and had the opportunity to perform at both our Carols by 
Candlelight service and the Easter Sunday celebration, two moments of which we are truly 
proud. 

We are grateful for all God is doing through Exodus and excited for what lies ahead in the 
coming year. 

Rachel Copley, Steve Waltho and Rob McLaren – Exodus Leaders 
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MOTHERS’ UNION - The Mothers’ Union is a worldwide Christian organisation of four million 
members whose aim is helping families around the world. 

Here at St Luke’s, we are successfully run by a small committee and have 23 members who now 
meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, and this is working well.  

We also have a Prayer Partner Parish of St Philip and St James in Alderley Edge, which we 
support and keep in contact with. 

We aim to help families in our own diocese in as many ways as possible: 

Some members help in the baby changing tent at the Cheshire Show each June 

Others knit premature baby items for the Neo-natal department at Leighton Hospital  

We are a charitable organisation and raise money for the National and Overseas MU charities 
through collection boxes and our annual Strawberry Supper in June. We sell books and usually 
have cake stalls to raise money for ‘Away From It All’ holidays for families who cannot afford a 
holiday. 

This year we are using the Metamorphosis Course run by the Mothers’ Union to help us look at 
‘Our Community – how we can help it and how it can help us’.  

  Carole Elliott – Branch Secretary 

2025 GROWTH GROUPS AND THE ALPHA COURSE - After 4 years of small groups mainly on 
Zoom, there has been a significant demand for renewed face-to-face fellowship.  The Wylies’ 
Home Fellowship has started and thrived.  Since the February Alpha Course, another Home 
Fellowship has been established with Simon and Rob leading.  The Zoom Growth Groups have 
continued: Rob’s Sunday E-100 Group; Tim’s Monday group meeting fortnightly; Rob’s Monday 
group most weeks in termtime.  Being in a Growth Group is a great help for spiritual growth 
and pastoral care. Our small Tuesday Group has stopped meeting. 

There was a very encouraging Alpha Course this year. Many thanks to Sian and Jono and Simon, 
and others who enabled it to happen smoothly.  The Holy Spirit worked graciously. And Exodus 
Youth are halfway through Youth Alpha. 

Rob McLaren 

___________________________________________________________ 
St Luke’s Parish Activities since the last APCM 
Fellowship related Groups  

MUSIC - The music during regular church Sunday services at St Luke’s has continued in a similar 
pattern with a combination of organ and music group with seven singers, who are joined by 
additional singers once a month as an Allcomers Choir. 

Musical events included performances by several groups in church during the village Christmas 
Market, Friday performances after Lent lunches for Christian Aid, and the recent successful 
Music Weekend with a Saturday evening Variety Concert and Songs of Praise at both Sunday 
services. 
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St Luke’s Community Choir continues to meet weekly in the main Hall with some 30 singers.  It 
has performed at the events listed above as well as by invitation at local Christmas events.   

My personal thanks go to the many people who contribute to the music at St Luke’s. 

Wendy Macdonald - Director of Music 

BELL RINGING - Our learners are all making good progress and having a significant impact on 
our ability to continue ringing for Sunday service. 

The big national event which we were able to ring for was the coronation of HRH King Charles III 
in May.  John Murfin was among an elite few in the country to have now rung for two 
coronations. 

We look forward to ringing for the 80th anniversary of D Day and the village summer festival in 
the coming months, helping to place St Lukes at the heart of things. 

As usual, new recruits are most welcome, come along one Friday evening and have a look. 

Mervyn Harrison - Tower Captain 

BRASS CLEANING - Our small team of Brass-cleaners meets four or five times a year to ensure 
that the ornamental brass work in St Luke’s is in prime condition ready for the main services at 
Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance.  We are grateful for extra help from the Ford 
family at Christmas in dismantling and cleaning the aisle chandelier.  

Our regular team has diminished in recent years, and so we need some more volunteers.  The 
work is very satisfying, not particularly demanding, and a chance for a friendly chat.  

If you are interested in helping, please phone me for more information – you will be made very 
welcome! 

Jean Paton - mob. 07792 026642 

CRAFT GROUPS - In April 2024, a new Craft Group was set up for members of St Luke’s and the 
wider village to enjoy weekly craft sessions meeting in the Hall, Massey Room, on Tuesday 
evenings in school term time.  

We began with a variety of craft projects including fabric collage, patchwork, knitting and 
decoupage, whilst enjoying refreshments and friendly conversation.  The group quickly became 
popular with 20 members from St Luke’s and was soon at full capacity due to the limited 
working space in the Massey Room. 

To increase capacity and enable outreach into the village community, we began a second weekly 
group in October 2024, meeting in the main ground-floor Hall early on Thursday afternoons. 
This new group currently has 11 members from both St Luke’s and the wider village.   

Both groups continue to enjoy a variety of new and different crafts each week and are proving 
successful in building craft skills, friendship and community.  A major achievement was the 
striking patchwork quilt cross made for Easter comprising 110 unique blocks and displayed by 
the church altar. 
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Materials and equipment are purchased with the £2.00 per person weekly subs and we are 
thankful to the community for the many donations of resources we have received. Thank you 
also to the Tuesday and Thursday team volunteers for helping plan/deliver craft sessions and 
providing refreshments. 

Steph Kirkham – Craft Group leader 

FLORISTRY: CHURCH FLOWERS - The altar flowers in church continue to be arranged every 
week by a small group of volunteers, with extra help for more arrangements for the special 
occasions of Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas.   I would like to thank everyone who 
helps.  

The rota for altar flowers is on the church porch noticeboard for volunteers to sign up for a two-
week slot. No expert flower-arranging skills are needed, and new people are always welcome. If 
you are interested, please phone me (01477 532870) and I will be happy to explain what we do! 

Anne Lane  

THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE - St Luke’s Community Coffee Mornings continue to run 
successfully in the Hall each Thursday from 10.15am. I am very grateful to all the volunteers that 
help make that possible each week. 

We have varied live music and people enjoy coming in for coffee and a chat. Everyone is made 
very welcome but if you need more information, please phone me (01477 532870) 

Anne Lane 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – we serve the whole membership of St Luke's organising some social 
events and supporting others with refreshments.   We try to vary our events and are aware of 
the need to provide further social events. All monies raised are donated to Church funds. 

Throughout the last year we have been involved with the following activities: 

• ‘Coffee and Croissants’ between the two Sunday morning services 
• Helping with the ‘Bring and Share’ parish lunches 
• Hosting a ladies’ wine tasting evening 
• Mulled wine and mince pies after the Christmas Carol service  
• Providing food for the Harvest Supper  
• Supporting the Music Weekend by providing refreshments after events 

We are a small committee of five ladies, all busy and involved with other aspects of Church life. 
As you can imagine we would welcome new members!   Let me know if you are interested in 
helping. 

Bridget Senior - on behalf of the Social Committee 
 

 

 

St Luke’s Ecumenical Activities since the last APCM 

CHRISTIAN AID – this is an organisation which sets out to help people of all faiths in developing 
countries, working with local partners who take care that money donated goes to where it is 
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most needed to enable people to help themselves. For the past forty years the three churches in 
Holmes Chapel have worked together to support this charity. 

This small but effective group raises fund throughout the year for Christian Aid by supporting a 
variety of events. For the financial year 2024-2025: 

Date Event Notes  Amount 
Raised  

May 
2024 

Chris�an Aid 
Week 

Quiz Night, Dona�on 
Envelopes, Village Collec�ons 

£5000 

Oct 2024 Quiz Sheet  £420 
Jan 2025 Quiz Night Ticket Sales £360 

Raffle £217 
£547 

Mar 
2025 

Lent Lunches x4 Ticket Sales £846 
St Luke’s Recitals Collec�ons 
£440 

£1286 

Total   £7253 

Jackie Russo - St Luke’s for Holmes Chapel Christian Aid Group 

CHURCHES TOGETHER - The organising committee continues to meet twice a year to plan 
ecumenical activities: 

Church Unity: Pulpit Swap - we began Church Unity Week with a prayer meeting at the 
Methodist Church. Our vicar Canon Rob McLaren preached at Sunday service in St Margaret’s, 
Revd Anna Carrington at St Luke’s, and Rev Tony Ford at the Methodist Church. 

Good Friday Walk of Witness - about 60 attended from all three congregations.  We followed the 
usual route around the village centre, stopping five times for a reading, prayer and hymn.  The 
new sound system which made it much better for all to hear the readings. 

Christmas Card - a group of six took over the design and organisation of the Christmas Card and 
its distribution.  It was delivered to 3,500 homes in the village and Cranage.  

Village Christmas Market- We had a stall on the market to make sure the Churches are 
represented at this village event. We distributed a small booklet of the Christmas story to young 
children and another to adults. There was also a game for the children to find who had hidden 
the Christmas star. 

Nativity Crib - the crib and Christmas banner were prominently displayed on the north side of St 
Luke's churchyard during Advent and remained in place until the Epiphany. 

Noticeboard - the Churches Together noticeboard is updated each week with a poster and 
weekly bulletins for each Church. 

Pete Shackleton - Co-ordinator for St Luke’s 

FOCUS – This is an ecumenical group attended mainly by worshippers from St Luke’s and the 
Methodist Church, which meets in the Methodist Church Hall monthly on Fridays between 
September and June from 8pm to 10pm. We also enjoy a group lunch in January and a day’s 
excursion in May. 

John Murfin launched our programme with an intriguing exposition on the art and mathematics 
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of ‘Church Bellringing’; followed the next month by Simon Connolly sharing the work and 
mission of Wycliffe Bible Translators to celebrate the 700th anniversary of John Wycliffe’s birth 
and the subsequent month by Dick Drew detailing the ‘Origins of St Peter’s, Congleton’, which 
began as a chapel of ease for the mother church in Astbury - unusually, the town council 
appointed ministers until the 1830s!  Then, Revd Canon Christine Broad, vicar of St Luke’s 
Goostrey, explained her fascinating role as a canon and chaplain at Chester Cathedral and 
shared the history and current mission of the cathedral.  

As a group, we enjoyed a splendid lunch at the ‘Legs of Man’, Arclid despite the snow, followed 
the next month by Carole and Martin Elliott introducing us to ‘The Ephesus of St Paul’, sharing 
excellent slides and background information about his missionary journeys.  Then Alan 
Watkinson presented ‘A Break in Athens and a Family Mystery’, tracing documents which 
explained what had happened to his uncle, Flight Lieutenant Louis Watkinson, lost in Greece 
during World War II; followed by a revealing insight into the incredible role of RAF Cranage and 
the large-scale construction of Wellington Bombers in Byley Flight Shed, again during World War 
II, and the rare preservation of historic buildings. 

We look forward to a tour of Bramall Hall and stunning photographs and videos by Focus 
regulars, Stephen and Judith Coyne ‘Along the Mekong River to Angkor Wat: From Saigon to 
Siam Reap’ to round off the programme. 

We thank God for his continued blessing on our fellowship group for over forty years and look 
to Him for the future.  I wish to thank David Carr for his meticulous handling of our accounts, 
Brian Donlon for his technical expertise, Pat Macmaster for putting out furniture, Dorothy 
Davidson for publicity and all those who have supplied refreshments, presented or attended 
meetings.  All are welcome at any session – programmes and posters are available from 
noticeboards in both church halls. 

Barbara Smith – Focus Group Secretary 

___________________________________________________________ 
CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS 

The Comms Team - Gill Brickwood, Trevor Jenkins, Elaine Mellers, Alan Rickards and Steve Smith, 
with our vicar, Rob - coordinate the different publications at St Luke's (paper, web, Facebook 
and/or email), aiming to reach as many Church members as possible in a timely manner. 

Please email any items proposed for publication as soon as they are ready to 
media@stlkhc.uk which everyone in the Team gets. Alternatively, you can leave a brief phone 
message for a Team member on the office number HC 777123. 

Audio-visual (AV) and PA – This year we have commissioned updated audio and video 
equipment and the required network connectivity in church.  Cameras are arranged to prevent 
any intrusive close-ups of the congregation during services.  We thank all our operators of the 
church sound and AV systems for their reliable efficient support in Sunday church services.   

We have successfully delivered several live streaming services, including the D Day 
commemoration and Remembrance event which was viewed from around the world.  We 
have welcomed new volunteers to use the AV system and encourage others to learn how it 

mailto:media@stlkhc.uk
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works - it’s not that complex!  We are also exploring other streaming possibilities. 

The Hall has also benefitted from AV upgrades with the new TV screen supporting Exodus and 
the Alpha course and proving popular with Hall groups.  The new portable PA unit (amplifier 
speaker and microphone) has improved sound quality and audibility and makes the Hall more 
attractive to book. 

Parish Magazine – Alan Rickards has continued to edit the content and prepare each issue of 
the Magazine for local printing by The Print Room - now 10 issues a year.  Subscription 
support is slightly down on last year with each issue distributed to 260 subscribers in Holmes 
Chapel and Cranage, now ably coordinated by Jackie Russo.  A further 46 copies are available 
for sale (suggested price £1) in church and through the Print Room.  Increased revenue from 
our Magazine advertisers, now well managed by Gill Brickwood, together with subscription 
income, now exceeds our printing and production costs.  

Link - this fortnightly summary sheet is given to everyone attending church services and 
Genesis. Rob produces it with a brief introduction and headline material about parish 
activities and some key contact details. It is also available on the church website 
(https://stlkhc.uk/notices) for those unable to attend services in person. 

Website (short address: https://stlkhc.uk) – this continues to be our main online 
presence. It is updated at least weekly with current information about church services, 
meetings, notices, and bible readings, as well as church contact information and the facility for 
online giving.  Users accessing the site continue to be predominantly from the UK. 

Facebook – Elaine Mellers now looks after our own page and posts to other village groups, 
updating as needed mainly with posters about St Luke’s events and prompts for Festival 
services.  

A Church Near You - this CofE managed website allows people to find details of CofE 
churches in their area. The Comms Team updates the entry for St Luke’s with basic 
information about our services and links to our main website. 

Church e-Mails - the Comms Team sends out occasional emails containing current/coming 
events/notices to the e-mail addresses in the church secure database. This has recently been 
updated following information supplied in applications to join the new Electoral Roll and now 
comprises 162 addresses.  The messages are sent so that individual addresses are not 
communicated to others. 
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	serving Christ in the local community
	INTRODUCTION - Under the Church Representation Rules (2022), every parish must hold an Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) by the end of May each year.  Last year, our APCM was held in church on Sunday 5th May 2024. The minutes of that meeting are ...

	_____________________________________________________________
	CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL - In common with other CofE Churches, St Luke’s was required to compile an entirely new Electoral Roll to be effective from the 2025 Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 11 May 2025.  Being on the Roll is a way of saying “I belong”...
	Notification of the creation of the new Roll and the need for all members of the previous Roll (and anyone else meeting the necessary formal requirements) wishing to join the new Roll, to make a new application to join by 20 April 2025, was published ...
	The new 2025 Church Electoral Roll was duly constituted on 23 April 2025 and published on 26 April 2025 (for checking/correction purposes) on the church website and porch noticeboard as a list of the names of 216 lay members including 30 newly joined.
	No further additions to the new Roll can now be made until after the conclusion of the APCM on 11 May.
	Steve Smith - Electoral Roll Oﬃcer
	Council proceedings - Since the last APCM in May 2024 the PCC has met six times to conduct general business and financial matters in support of the Vicar and Churchwardens.  Meetings were normally held every 2 months on the 2nd Monday evening to recei...
	Membership - At the end of December 2024, the Council had 19 members (including 2 members co-opted following the resignation of 2 elected members) and meetings were chaired by the Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren.  Agendas and Minutes of meetings were publish...
	Annual Parish Meetings –The Annual Meeting to elect Churchwardens (APM) for 2025/26 precedes the APCM on Sunday 11th May 2025 at 10.45am after a short service of Morning Worship.  The APCM elects lay representatives to the PCC and conducts other busin...
	Steve Smith – Hon. Secretary
	The first meeting took place in St Luke’s on Thursday, 20th June 2024 when we were inspired by keynote speaker, Revd Christine Wright, who heads the Chaplaincy Team at Royal Stoke University Hospital.  She described the team’s role and vision in a lar...
	Members of the Diocesan Safeguarding team led by ex-social workers, Claire Collins and Lynn Everton spoke at St Mary Magdalene’s, Alsager on 22nd October on the importance of Safeguarding within the work of each parish.  They focused on Safeguarding S...
	Revd Heather Kemball’s motion proposing a review of part-time clergy working conditions was passed by Deanery Synod and sent to Diocesan Synod for consideration.
	In early July, three lay people and five members of clergy including our vicar, Canon Rob McLaren, were elected to Diocesan Synod. Former Rural Dean, Canon David Page, retired in October. A new incumbent to replace Revd Ian Arch is being sought for th...
	Barbara Smith and Tim Fryer – Deanery Synod Representatives
	FABRIC GOODS AND ORNAMENTS - Our Grade I listed church building, the church goods and ornaments are in reasonable condition, given their general age and the required annual maintenance checks and tests which have been conducted. However, there is alwa...
	A Property Maintenance Team has been set up to handle repairs and maintenance both to the church and Hall.
	The repair work to the South boundary wall and alterations to the path have been completed to a high standard by the contractors Midland Masonry. The step from the road has been removed and the path to the South Door releveled allowing improved safe a...
	The streaming of some events has been successful and very well received, particularly for those involving the village where St Luke’s played a central role, such as the D-day Commemoration and Remembrance Sunday.
	Clive Nash Landscapes continue to maintain the churchyard and borders beside the church, the Hall border, and the Knutsford Road churchyard to a high standard, helped by volunteers weeding and tidying the memorials area for cremated remains three time...
	Janet Chettle & Simon Kirkham: Churchwardens
	assisted by: Geoff Bond, Peter Cotton, Yvonne Janvier, Pat Pye and Charlotte Webb
	INCOME -Total receipts from Donations and Legacies were £146,106 boosted by one legacy of £24,000. Increases in receipts from Weddings and Funerals and from Church Hall lettings were recorded. We also benefited by £1,802 from the sale of redundant off...
	EXPENDITURE - Our Parish Share payment of £89,696 continues to be our largest outgoing representing 51% of total spend. Other significant increases were in maintenance costs for both the Church (£6,581) and Hall (£12,119) and in energy bills for both ...
	CHARITABLE GIVING - In 2024 we increased our giving to other charities and disaster relief appeals by £1,542 to £8,148 or by 23% compared with 2023.
	Once again, I am thankful for the support given to me personally in fulfilling my role and for the underlying financial support to the Church from its members.
	Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC
	Trevor Jenkins and Steve Smith do much work behind the scenes to ensure the smooth running and upkeep of St Luke’s; we are thankful for their commitment and expertise.
	During this year, the Church Hall Committee decided, after many years of loyal service that the time had come for them to retire. Management of the Church Hall is now directly the responsibility of the PCC.  A new online booking and invoicing system h...
	Thank you to everybody who gives their time, knowledge, and enthusiasm to make St Luke’s an active and caring Church within our local community.
	Janet Chettle & Simon Kirkham - Churchwardens
	The Team consists of Janet Chettle as the Team Lead, with Rob McLaren and Pat Pye as team members. A poster has been put up in the Hall with pictures of the Team and with their contact details to ensure that everyone knows who to contact with any conc...
	We have made good progress with Dashboard, a Diocesan safeguarding database that each Parish is required to complete. New processes, to ensure we comply with the Parish Safeguarding Handbook, have been agreed by the PCC for the recruitment of all new ...
	We continue to monitor the necessary compliance with the Diocesan safeguarding training along with DBS checks where required.  We have not been made aware of any safeguarding issues during the reporting period that required further investigation.
	Attendance averages ten toddlers with accompanying adults.  Craft and music activities are available in addition to free play with a variety of toys, and refreshments are provided.
	A team of eight members from St Luke’s helps me run the sessions and I should like to thank all of them for their support and inputs.
	Wendy Macdonald – ‘Early Birds’ Leader
	We mostly use material from “Faith in Kids” which we find very suitable for the mixed ages of our small group.  Recent topics have included “Bible Heroes” and “Meals with Jesus” (very popular as food involved!).  We have been blessed by the addition o...
	The Christmas Nativity play was well represented by our children who rehearsed faithfully over several weeks.  We were very pleased with their performance at the Service which was well attended. Debora Bayes kindly joined us and greatly helped with re...
	Some of our children have participated in other Family Services, for example, readings on Mothers’ Day where they also presented all the ladies with a small handmade craft.
	Around 100 boxes were gifted and filled for Operation Christmas Child, and we helped provide activities for the many families visiting St Luke's during the Christmas markets.
	We continue to pray for Genesis and that numbers will grow. To this end, we have discussed additional ways to promote the Group such as Facebook and during Rob’s visits to local Primary Schools.
	Sadly, Steph has stepped back from Genesis due to other commitments, and we are currently looking for a new third Leader as three seems ideal to cover absences etc.
	Overall, the Genesis Team remains very positive and looking forward to the Year ahead.
	Debs Hinson and Charlotte Flower – Genesis Leaders
	Each session includes a fun mix of activities: we start with a quiz, followed by a Bible study or focus question to encourage deeper thinking and discussion, and end with some games which often bring out our competitive side. This year, we have been w...
	A particular highlight this year has been the formation of our youth music group. The group has enjoyed rehearsing together and had the opportunity to perform at both our Carols by Candlelight service and the Easter Sunday celebration, two moments of ...
	We are grateful for all God is doing through Exodus and excited for what lies ahead in the coming year.
	Rachel Copley, Steve Waltho and Rob McLaren – Exodus Leaders
	Here at St Luke’s, we are successfully run by a small committee and have 23 members who now meet on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, and this is working well.
	We also have a Prayer Partner Parish of St Philip and St James in Alderley Edge, which we support and keep in contact with.
	We aim to help families in our own diocese in as many ways as possible:
	Some members help in the baby changing tent at the Cheshire Show each June
	Others knit premature baby items for the Neo-natal department at Leighton Hospital
	We are a charitable organisation and raise money for the National and Overseas MU charities through collection boxes and our annual Strawberry Supper in June. We sell books and usually have cake stalls to raise money for ‘Away From It All’ holidays fo...
	This year we are using the Metamorphosis Course run by the Mothers’ Union to help us look at ‘Our Community – how we can help it and how it can help us’.
	Carole Elliott – Branch Secretary
	2025 GROWTH GROUPS AND THE ALPHA COURSE - After 4 years of small groups mainly on Zoom, there has been a significant demand for renewed face-to-face fellowship.  The Wylies’ Home Fellowship has started and thrived.  Since the February Alpha Course, an...
	There was a very encouraging Alpha Course this year. Many thanks to Sian and Jono and Simon, and others who enabled it to happen smoothly.  The Holy Spirit worked graciously. And Exodus Youth are halfway through Youth Alpha.
	Rob McLaren
	Musical events included performances by several groups in church during the village Christmas Market, Friday performances after Lent lunches for Christian Aid, and the recent successful Music Weekend with a Saturday evening Variety Concert and Songs o...
	St Luke’s Community Choir continues to meet weekly in the main Hall with some 30 singers.  It has performed at the events listed above as well as by invitation at local Christmas events.
	My personal thanks go to the many people who contribute to the music at St Luke’s.
	The big national event which we were able to ring for was the coronation of HRH King Charles III in May.  John Murfin was among an elite few in the country to have now rung for two coronations.
	We look forward to ringing for the 80th anniversary of D Day and the village summer festival in the coming months, helping to place St Lukes at the heart of things.
	As usual, new recruits are most welcome, come along one Friday evening and have a look.
	Mervyn Harrison - Tower Captain
	BRASS CLEANING - Our small team of Brass-cleaners meets four or five times a year to ensure that the ornamental brass work in St Luke’s is in prime condition ready for the main services at Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance.  We are grateful f...
	Our regular team has diminished in recent years, and so we need some more volunteers.  The work is very satisfying, not particularly demanding, and a chance for a friendly chat.
	If you are interested in helping, please phone me for more information – you will be made very welcome!
	Jean Paton - mob. 07792 026642
	CRAFT GROUPS - In April 2024, a new Craft Group was set up for members of St Luke’s and the wider village to enjoy weekly craft sessions meeting in the Hall, Massey Room, on Tuesday evenings in school term time.
	We began with a variety of craft projects including fabric collage, patchwork, knitting and decoupage, whilst enjoying refreshments and friendly conversation.  The group quickly became popular with 20 members from St Luke’s and was soon at full capaci...
	To increase capacity and enable outreach into the village community, we began a second weekly group in October 2024, meeting in the main ground-floor Hall early on Thursday afternoons. This new group currently has 11 members from both St Luke’s and th...
	Both groups continue to enjoy a variety of new and different crafts each week and are proving successful in building craft skills, friendship and community.  A major achievement was the striking patchwork quilt cross made for Easter comprising 110 uni...
	Materials and equipment are purchased with the £2.00 per person weekly subs and we are thankful to the community for the many donations of resources we have received. Thank you also to the Tuesday and Thursday team volunteers for helping plan/deliver ...
	Steph Kirkham – Craft Group leader
	FLORISTRY: CHURCH FLOWERS - The altar flowers in church continue to be arranged every week by a small group of volunteers, with extra help for more arrangements for the special occasions of Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas.   I would like to...
	The rota for altar flowers is on the church porch noticeboard for volunteers to sign up for a two-week slot. No expert flower-arranging skills are needed, and new people are always welcome. If you are interested, please phone me (01477 532870) and I w...
	Anne Lane
	THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE - St Luke’s Community Coffee Mornings continue to run successfully in the Hall each Thursday from 10.15am. I am very grateful to all the volunteers that help make that possible each week.
	We have varied live music and people enjoy coming in for coffee and a chat. Everyone is made very welcome but if you need more information, please phone me (01477 532870)
	Anne Lane
	Throughout the last year we have been involved with the following activities:
	 ‘Coffee and Croissants’ between the two Sunday morning services
	 Helping with the ‘Bring and Share’ parish lunches
	 Hosting a ladies’ wine tasting evening
	 Mulled wine and mince pies after the Christmas Carol service
	 Providing food for the Harvest Supper
	 Supporting the Music Weekend by providing refreshments after events
	We are a small committee of five ladies, all busy and involved with other aspects of Church life. As you can imagine we would welcome new members!   Let me know if you are interested in helping.
	Bridget Senior - on behalf of the Social Committee
	This small but effective group raises fund throughout the year for Christian Aid by supporting a variety of events. For the financial year 2024-2025:
	Jackie Russo - St Luke’s for Holmes Chapel Christian Aid Group
	Church Unity: Pulpit Swap - we began Church Unity Week with a prayer meeting at the Methodist Church. Our vicar Canon Rob McLaren preached at Sunday service in St Margaret’s, Revd Anna Carrington at St Luke’s, and Rev Tony Ford at the Methodist Church.
	Good Friday Walk of Witness - about 60 attended from all three congregations.  We followed the usual route around the village centre, stopping five times for a reading, prayer and hymn.  The new sound system which made it much better for all to hear t...
	Christmas Card - a group of six took over the design and organisation of the Christmas Card and its distribution.  It was delivered to 3,500 homes in the village and Cranage.
	Village Christmas Market- We had a stall on the market to make sure the Churches are represented at this village event. We distributed a small booklet of the Christmas story to young children and another to adults. There was also a game for the childr...
	Nativity Crib - the crib and Christmas banner were prominently displayed on the north side of St Luke's churchyard during Advent and remained in place until the Epiphany.
	Noticeboard - the Churches Together noticeboard is updated each week with a poster and weekly bulletins for each Church.
	Pete Shackleton - Co-ordinator for St Luke’s


