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INTRODUCTION 

Under the Church Representation Rules (2022), every parish must hold an Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (APCM) before the 31st of May each year.  Last year, our APCM and the Annual 
Meeting to elect Churchwardens (AMP) was held in Church on Sunday 14th May 2023 from 10.30 
am. The minutes of this meeting are available on our website (https://stlkhc.uk) and copies will be 
available at the APCM.  

For the APCM, the PCC must provide a report which has to include information about the Church 
Electoral Roll, details of proceedings of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and parish activities 
generally, information about Church fabric, goods and ornaments, details of proceedings of the 
Deanery Synod, and a statement about compliance with Safeguarding.  This document forms the 
required Annual Report for the past calendar year: 2023, however, some individual sections may also 
include information about activities since the last APCM on 14th May 2023. Advance copies of the 
Annual Report are available on our website (https://stlkhc.uk) and will be emailed out to parishioners 
on our circulation list.  There will be a few printed copies available in church from 28th April 2024 for 
those who do not have access online.  

The PCC also must provide for the APCM independently examined financial statements for the 
calendar year 2023.  Copies of a summary of these financial statements are available on our website 
and in the church porch from 28th April 2024.  Copies of the full financial statements are available on 
request from the Hon. Treasurer, Trevor Jenkins (HC 535897) 

____________________________________________________________ 
 Annual Report 2024 Vicar’s Foreword 

My fourth full year in Holmes Chapel has been an important time of growth.  I am thankful to Jesus 
whose Kingdom is best defined by growth, as is shown by his parables of the kingdom (the sower, 
the weeds, the mustard seed).  I am thankful to all in our church who have worked and witnessed 
faithfully through this year, in all sorts of ministries and service. And I am particularly thankful for 
those of us who worked and prayed for growth.  The Lord has answered graciously. 
  
There has been Growth of Outreach into the Community: this was one of the priorities identified by 
the PCC during the vacancy, for my early years as vicar.  Despite the previous frustrating 
restrictions of Covid times, now we have had two Knitted Bible Projects among local Primary School 
communities, we have set up a weekly term-time Toddler Group which has very gradually gained 
good momentum, we are about to set up a Craft Group (similar in ethos to our successful 
Community Choir), we have established our welcome at the centre of the Christmas Markets and 
other village centre events, the Thursday Community Coffee Morning has clarified its identity as a St 

https://stlkhc.uk/
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Luke’s church activity, we have run a good Alpha Course with our own leadership.  Many continuing 
and newly established activities show a good response to the call for greater outreach within the 
communities of Holmes Chapel and Cranage. 
  
There has been Growth of Service in Jesus’ name:  it says something good about the Christian 
service of members of St Luke’s church, that we have been able this year to find a leadership team 
for a new Toddler Group, for a new Craft Group and for a new team for the Genesis Sunday 
morning children’s group (as we say a big thankyou to the previous long-serving leaders).  The 
majority of these new group leaders are people who have joined us in the last 3 years.  This says 
something about the number of people who have joined us, and also about their spiritual maturity.  It 
is a helpful reminder for all of us to serve another humbly in love, as we are taught in Galatians 5:13 
and elsewhere in the Bible: God’s Word written. 
  
There has been significant Growth of Giving to God’s work around the world.  In the last three years 
our giving to Relief & Development Agencies, and to Worldwide Church Mission has trebled. In 
2022 the PCC reported just over £2,000, in 2023 around £4,000, and this year well over £6,000 in 
gifts to organisations such as Christian Aid, The Barnabas Fund, Tearfund, Barnabus Manchester 
Homeless Project, St Luke’s Brinnington, San Andres Salta in Argentina Norte.  We are seeking to 
give a good proportion of our income to those in dire need and those seeking to make disciples of 
all nations.  In particular it has been good to further our partnership with Anglican churches in NW 
Argentina, through their team’s visit to us in January 2024.  
  
We seek to be faithful to the Lord Jesus and the Bible, we seek to reach more of the people of 
Holmes Chapel and Cranage with His saving Good News, and we pray that the Lord may grant us 
more life and growth in the coming year. 
  
Yours in Christ, 

 Canon Rob McLaren 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
St Luke’s Church Electoral Roll was compiled in April 2019 to last until May 2025 when an entirely 
new Roll will be required.  Each year the current Roll is revised for the PCC before the next Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM – this year on Sunday 5th May 2024).  
 
Being on the Roll is a way of saying “I belong” – an act of commitment to St Luke’s and to the wider 
Church.  Members of the Roll are entitled to vote and can stand for PCC office at the APCM. 
   
The 2024 revision ended on April 19th; the revised Roll (227 lay members, after 19 new entries 
and 14 deletions) was published on April 21st on the church porch noticeboard and the website 
(https://stlkhc.uk/church-electoral-roll-2024/) as a list of names for checking/correction.  No 
additional entries can be made to the Roll until after the APCM on 5th May.  
  
Steve Smith - Electoral Roll Officer 

____________________________________________________________ 
CHURCHWARDENS REPORT ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS 

Thank you to my team of Assistant Churchwardens and to Pat Pye and Geoff Bond for all their 
assistance with church services. 

Thank you also to our loyal team of Sidesmen. They provide a warm welcome and support during 
all our services. 

https://stlkhc.uk/church-electoral-roll-2024/
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Mike Street, Trevor Jenkins and Steve Smith do much work behind the scenes to ensure the 
smooth running and upkeep of St Luke’s; we are thankful for their commitment and expertise. 

We are also grateful to the members of the Church Hall subcommittee for all the work they do to 
ensure that the Hall runs so effectively. 

Thank you to everybody who gives their time, knowledge, and enthusiasm to make St Luke’s an 
active and caring Church within our local community. 

Jayne Weaver - Churchwarden 

___________________________________________________________ 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

Council proceedings – In 2023/24 the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Church Hulme met six times 
to conduct general business and financial matters in support of the Vicar and Churchwarden.  During 
this business, the Council received and discussed reports from the Churchwarden, Treasurer, 
Deanery Synod representatives, and other Church officials on a variety of issues, including those 
summarised in the Fabric Goods and Ornaments and Churchwardens’ Reports above.   

At the end of December 2023, the Council had 18 members and council meetings were chaired by 
the Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren.  Agendas and Minutes of meetings have been published on the PCC 
page of the church website (https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/) and a paper copy can be supplied on request to 
the Secretary.  

Annual Parish Meetings –The Annual Meeting to elect Churchwardens for 2024/25 and the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting to elect lay representatives to the PCC and conduct other business, are 
being held from 10.45 am on Sunday 5th May 2024, along with a short service of Morning Worship.  

Janet Chettle – Hon. Secretary, St Luke’s PCC 

 

CHURCH HALL 
 
2023 showed a slight increase in usage although it has been noted that casual bookings have 
reduced. The income generated by the Hall has reached pre-covid levels for the first time, however 
costs have risen sharply as all of us have seen with our home bills. 

Improvements have continued to be made and the old plastic chairs have been replaced with more 
comfortable fabric covered ones. We have also been reviewing the booking conditions and forms 
and new forms should come into use in 2024 with clearer conditions of use. 

The management committee meets regularly to ensure the Hall is always available for use. 

Committee Members have worked very hard to help ensure the Church has such a good facility. We 
are always looking for new members to help oversee the Hall for the future. 
 
Derek Copley - Chair Hall Management Committee 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://stlkhc.uk/pcc/
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DEANERY SYNOD 

Congleton Deanery Synod met on Wednesday, 1st March at Holy Trinity, Mossley; on Tuesday,13th 
June at All Saints, Church Lawton and on Tuesday, 17th October 2023 at St Mary’s, Sandbach; all 
meetings being chaired by our new Rural Dean, Rev. Ian Enticott. 
At the March meeting, Sam Corley, Bishop of Stockport answered questions posed by attendees on 
diverse issues including the spiritual education of children in non-faith schools; low church 
attendance following the Covid pandemic; the availability of curates and issues facing General 
Synod relating to ‘Living and Loving in Faith’. 
A light June evening at All Saints found us listening to a dynamic and inspiring presentation by 
Jared Brown, full-time youth worker at Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield, who described his work and mission 
with children and young people in the parish, free churches and within schools, including a 
secondary school which had established a well-attended Christian Union led by pupils. 
The autumn meeting featured an illustrated presentation on Diocesan Vision ‘Together in Christ, 
Sharing Hope’, led by Rev Peter Froggatt, Director of Outreach and three of his colleagues. 
At the June meeting, Margaret Cruxton was elected as Lay Chair and Shirley Jones and Albert 
Crew were re-elected as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, of Deanery Synod and in 
November, Rev Heather Kemball was inducted as Vicar of All Saints, Church Lawton. 

Barbara Smith and Tim Fryer – Deanery Synod Representatives 

____________________________________________________________ 

FABRIC GOODS AND ORNAMENTS 

Our Grade I listed church building, the church goods and ornaments are in reasonable condition, 
given their general age and the required annual maintenance checks and tests which have been 
carried out.  

The Audio-Visual systems have been upgraded with improvements to the mixer desk, the 
installation of CCTV cameras and a new projector and speakers. Broadband internet was also 
installed in church. Thank you to Steve Smith, Tim Fryer, Trevor Jenkins and Simon Kirkham for 
their work on these projects. 

A Hive thermostat was installed so the heating can be controlled remotely to make our use of the 
boilers more efficient. 

Beech trees beside the south side of the churchyard curtilage wall were removed to prevent further 
pressure causing danger of collapse. Suitable replacement trees will be planted away from the wall 
when the repair work is completed. 

Clive Nash Landscapes, continue to maintain the main churchyard, the border outside the church, 
the hall and the Knutsford Road churchyard to a high standard with volunteers weeding and tidying 
the area around the cremated remains three times a year. 

Jayne Weaver, Peter Cotton, Yvonne Janvier, Charlotte Webb, and Janet Chettle – 
Churchwarden and Assistant Churchwardens 

____________________________________________________________ 
SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT 

As St Luke’s Safeguarding Officer, I continue to monitor ongoing compliance with the Diocesan 
safeguarding training compliance for the PCC membership as well as Church sponsored groups 
using the Church Hall. 
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In addition, I have provided input to the group managing Church Hall bookings, specifically updating 
the Terms and Conditions for third party hirers relating to safeguarding.  This exercise highlighted 
some shortfalls in the safeguarding requirements as well as lack of insurance which have been fully 
addressed.    
  
I have not been made aware of any safeguarding issues during the reporting period that required 
further investigation. 
 
Allan Whiston – Safeguarding Officer 

____________________________________________________________ 
2023 TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APCM 

2023 was another successful year for St Luke’s financially. We ended the year with a surplus of 
£15,868 on Income versus Expenditure on our General Fund (day to day spending). We increased 
our giving to other charities by £2,238 to £6,606. We completed the upgrade of our sound system 
including the provision of broadband in readiness for the installation of cameras to enable us to 
stream weddings and funerals and other services.  

We protected ourselves from the 3-fold increase in energy costs by careful management of our 
heating schedule. We turned a loss of £1,000 on the production of our Parish Magazine into a profit 
of £1,500. 

We are currently in the process of reinvesting funds to ensure the best return on our capital but at 
the same time managing risk and cashflow as we tackle upcoming remedial work on the church and 
churchyard. 

I am blessed to be the Treasurer of such a charitable and supportive congregation! 

Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC 

 

CHURCH GROUPS 

____________________________________________________________ 
BELL RINGING 

Our learners are all making good progress and having a big impact on our ability to continue ringing 
for Sunday service. 

The big national event which we were able to ring for was the coronation of HRH King Charles III in 
May. John Murfin was among an elite few in the country to have now rung for two coronations. 

We look forward to ringing for the 80th anniversary of D Day and the village summer festival in the 
coming months, helping to place St Lukes at the heart of things. 

As usual, new recruits are most welcome, come along one Friday evening and have a look. 

Mervyn Harrison - Tower Captain 
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EARLY BIRDS TODDLER GROUP 
 
Early Birds started in September 2023 and provides a term-time weekly session for toddlers and 
their carers, in the Church Hall. As well as playing with a variety of toys, toddlers can take part in 
craft and music activities. 
 
Average attendance is 10-12 toddlers, plus accompanying adults. A team of seven members from 
St Luke’s runs the sessions. 
  
I should like to thank the team for their input. 
 
Wendy Macdonald – Early Birds Leader 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

EXODUS 

Exodus has had another brilliant year of growth and fellowship. We currently have three leaders and 
nine regular members. We meet every Tuesday evening during term time to enjoy a quiz, bible 
study and a variety of activities.  

This year, we have continued to learn and grow through our bible studies. Some of our focuses 
have been Esther, Elijah and a range of parables discussing how we can apply the lessons to our 
own lives.  

We have continued to enjoy twilight walks together around our local area and it has been brilliant to 
see lots of new friendships develop. We are very excited to see Exodus continue to grow next year. 

Rob McLaren, Rachel Copley. Steve Waltho – Exodus Leaders 

____________________________________________________________ 
FLORISTRY – ALTAR FLOWERS 

The Altar flowers have continued to be arranged by volunteers.  We have been able to celebrate 
Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas, and Easter with more floral arrangements. 

The flower rota for the Altar flowers is now in the porch for volunteers to sign up for a two-week slot.  
No special flower-arranging skills are needed, and new people are very welcome. 

I would like to thank all the people who have helped with the Altar flowers and for the main festivals. 

Anne Lane 

____________________________________________________________ 
GENESIS – SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Genesis has continued to meet each Sunday morning from 10am and our numbers have continued 
to grow with 22 children from 2-12 years on our register. Genesis has enjoyed contributing to family 
services at harvest, Christmas and Mothering Sunday and sharing their weekly learning with the 
congregation during ‘show and tell’.  

Outside Church services, Genesis has helped create a bug hotel at the Knutsford Road cemetery, 
coordinated the harvest giving to the ‘Storehouse Food Bank’ at our local New Life Church and 
promoted attendance and engagement with our second visit from the’ Knitted Bible’. Around 100 
boxes were gifted and filled for Operation Christmas Child and activities were provided for the many 
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families visiting St Lukes at the Christmas markets. In addition, Genesis continues to look out for 
and pray for the children in their care and their families. 

Jayne, Karen and I stepped down from Genesis leadership on Palm Sunday after 22 years. It has 
been both a pleasure and privilege to have been so involved in leading and teaching children in 
their journey of faith. We hope and pray that Genesis continues to flourish and grow so children can 
experience ‘life in all its fullness’ and know Jesus loves each one of them as His own. 

Fiona Pullé - on behalf of Genesis 

___________________________________________________________ 
GROUPS FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

The Growth Groups have a good number of people and continue to be a focus of Christian 
fellowship and spiritual growth.  Our smaller Tuesday Zoom group meets monthly.  Tim’s Monday 
group meets weekly. Rob’s Monday group meets weekly in termtime.  These groups enjoy studying 
the previous Sunday’s Bible teaching theme and building one another up through prayer and 
sharing.  Rob’s Sunday E-100 group continues to be a good place to ask all sorts of 
questions.  After a successful Alpha Course, we are planning another Alpha later in the year, in 
order to encourage more people from the village to join a group of people seeking to grow 
spiritually. 

A note from our Vicar, Canon Rob McLaren 

___________________________________________________________ 
MOTHERS’ UNION 

The Mothers’ Union is a worldwide Christian organisation of 4 million members whose aim is helping 
families around the world. 

Here at St Luke’s, we are successfully run by a committee and have 24 members who now meet 
together on the 3rd Wednesday of each month and this is working well.  

We aim to help families in our own diocese in as many ways as possible: - 

• Some members help in the baby changing tent at the Cheshire Show each June. 

• Others knit premature baby items for the Neo-natal department at Leighton Hospital  

We are a charitable organisation and also raise money for our National and Overseas MU charities 
through collection boxes and our annual Strawberry Supper in June. We sell books and usually 
have cake stalls to raise money for Away From It All holidays for families who cannot afford a 
holiday. 

Carole Elliott and Dorothy Wood – Branch Secretary and Treasurer 

____________________________________________________________ 
MUSIC 

Music at services has continued as last year with a combination of organ and music group, and 7 
regular singers, joined by additional singers once a month as an Allcomers Choir. 
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Musical events included a programme of music in church during the village Christmas Market, 
performances during Lent for Christian Aid and a music weekend comprising a Variety Concert, 
Songs of Praise services and Afternoon Tea. 

The St Luke’s Community Choir of approx. 30 singers continued to meet weekly. 

Thank you to the many people who contribute to the music at St Luke’s. 

Wendy Macdonald - Director of Music  

___________________________________________________________ 
THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE 

The St Luke’s Community Coffee Morning continues to meet every Thursday from 10.15. It offers 
support and friendship to many people, and everyone is made welcome.  

We are pleased to have visits from Mount Pleasant care home where residents enjoy meeting up 
with old friends. 

We have live music most weeks either from the keyboard, piano or the guitar group. We are always 
pleased to have new members or volunteers. 

Anne Lane and Sue Shorrock 

___________________________________________________________ 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

The social committee consists of 5 members, who serve the membership of the whole congregation. 
Throughout the last year we have been involved with the following activities. 

• coffee and croissants between the two Sunday morning services 

• helping with the ‘bring and share’ parish lunches. 

• hot cross buns and coffee at the ecumenical service on good Friday 

• mulled wine and mince pies after the Christmas carol service 

• providing food for the harvest supper 

• supporting the music weekend by providing refreshments after events 

We endeavour to vary our events and are aware of the need to provide further social events. All the 
monies raised are donated to church funds. We are a small committee of 5 ladies, all busy and 
involved with other aspects of church life. As you can imagine we would welcome new members! 

Bridget Senior - on behalf of the Social Committee 

 

ECUMENICAL GROUPS 

____________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTIAN AID 

Christian Aid is an organisation which sets out to help people in developing countries of all faiths 
and none, working with local partners who take care that money donated goes where it is most 
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needed to enable people to help themselves. For the past forty years our three churches have 
worked together to support this charity.  

Christian Aid Week 2023 was marked by a united service at the Methodist Church and, with a Quiz 
Night, red envelopes, and bucket collections outside local shops, a total of £4,465.49 was raised. A 
successful January Quiz Night raised £540 and Lent Lunches and organ recitals in St Luke’s raised 
a further £1,263.61. 

Margaret Thompson - Christian Aid Holmes Chapel 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
CHURCHES TOGETHER 

Pulpit swaps were held in January between the 3 Churches. 

The Walk of Witness on Good Friday followed a service in St Luke’s Church. Participants treated to 
hot cross buns prior to the walk. 

In December 3,800 Christmas cards were delivered to all houses in Holmes Chapel and Cranage as 
an act of outreach. 

For Christmas, we were gifted the Nativity scene by the Yarn Bombers and it was displayed outside 
the Church. We had a stall at the Village Christmas Fayre. 

Pete Shackleton - Co-ordinator for St Luke’s 

___________________________________________________________ 
FOCUS 

Focus is a fellowship group attended by members of St Luke’s and the Methodist Churches, which 
meets between 8 and 10pm in the Methodist Church Hall on, usually, the second Friday of each 
month between September and June, we also enjoy an annual meal and a daytime excursion. 

Registrar, Shena Lewington, initiated last year’s programme with an illustrated talk on customs 
associated with ‘Hatches, Matches and Dispatches’ around the world; followed by Jean Bond’s 
presentation on the life and mission of Gladys Aylward, including some of Gladys’s original letters; 
then Jared Brown, youth worker at Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield motivated us on ’Growing Youth Ministry 
in Your Church’ by describing his work and mission in the parish and local schools and Professor 
David Watts of Manchester University presented the ‘Star of Bethlehem : Myth or Reality’, 
explaining that the only heavenly body matching Matthew’s account is a comet. 

We enjoyed a splendid, leisurely lunch at the ‘Space Invader’, Goostrey; joined by Rev Helen Kirk, 
Chair of the Chester & Stoke Methodist District on her sabbatical in Peru, where the church grew 
during the pandemic; then followed Sheila Lewis on her HF holidays in 2021 to Lulworth Cove, 
where passers-by rescued her from a bog on her self-guided walk - fortunately she took part in safer 
group walks over the hills surrounding Church Stretton. Stephen & Judith Coyne led us on a tour of 
‘The Temples & Oases of Egypt’, illustrated by Stephen’s stunning photographs and videos; we look 
forward to a lunch and guided tour of Capesthorne Hall; ending our programme with Brian & 
Christine Donlon in ‘Beautiful Scotland’. 

We thank God for his continued blessing on our group, despite several recent health challenges, 
thank David Carr for his meticulous handling of Focus accounts, Brian Donlon for his support of 
speakers and all those who have opened or closed the premises, provided refreshments or 
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attended meetings – everyone is welcome to join us– programmes may be found in boxes in the 
church hall lobby or on the Focus noticeboard in the Methodist Church. 

Barbara Smith – Focus Group Secretary 
___________________________________________________________ 
CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS 

The Comms Team - Gill Brickwood, Trevor Jenkins, Alan Rickards and Steve Smith, with our vicar, 
Rob - coordinate publications at St Luke's (on paper, by on-line and/or email - see below), aiming to 
reach as many Church members as possible in a timely manner.  

Please email any items proposed for publication as soon as they are ready to media@stlkhc.uk 
which the whole Team reads. Alternatively, you can leave a brief phone message on HC 571872. 

Audio-visual (AV) Team - requirements for "no books" services in church, such as the Sunday 
10.30, are provided by a committed team led by Tim Fryer, ably supported by Alan Rickards, Trevor 
Jenkins, Simon Kirkham, and Harry Brooks. 
__________________________________ 

Parish Magazine - this continues to be expertly edited and prepared by Alan Rickards and printed 
by The Print Room now in 10 issues a year.  The magazine is well supported now with 271 copies 
per issue distributed to subscribers in Holmes Chapel and Cranage, and a further 46 copies by sale 
in church and via The Print Room.   Advertising revenue, which dropped during and after the 
pandemic, has increased through the efforts of Gill Brickwood so that production costs are now 
covered by advertising and subscription income. 

Earlier this year Sue Wood stepped down after 25 years co-ordinating magazine distribution to 
individual homes through her committed delivery team.  Her faithful long service was recognised in 
a presentation in church.  Jackie Russo has now taken over Sue's distribution role, for which we are 
very grateful.  Please contact Jackie or Alan to set up an annual subscription. 

Link Sheet - this fortnightly summary sheet is given to everyone attending church services and 
Genesis. Rob produces it with a short introduction and headline material about parish activities and 
some key contact details. It is also available on the church website (https://stlkhc.uk) for those 
unable to attend services in person. 

Website (short address: https://stlkhc.uk) – this continues to be our main online presence.  It is 
updated at least weekly with current information about church services, meetings, notices, and bible 
readings, as well as church contact information and the facility for online giving.  Users accessing 
the site continue to be predominantly from the UK.  

Facebook - our page is updated weekly mainly with bible readings for the coming week and 
prompts for Festival services. The number following our page is now 495 (435 last year) of which 
three quarters are women and a significant number abroad: 17 in Italy, 7 in USA, and 11 from 7 
other countries. 

A Church Near You - this CofE managed website allows people to find details of CofE churches in 
their area. The Comms Team updates the entry for St Luke’s with basic information about our 
services and links to our main website. 

Church e-Mails - the Comms Team sends out occasional emails containing current/coming 
events/notices to the 180+ addresses in the church secure database. The messages are sent so 
that individual addresses are not communicated to others. 

https://stlkhc.uk/
https://stlkhc.uk/

	INTRODUCTION
	CHURCHWARDENS REPORT ON GENERAL PARISH MATTERS
	CHURCH COUNCIL
	DEANERY SYNOD
	Congleton Deanery Synod met on Wednesday, 1st March at Holy Trinity, Mossley; on Tuesday,13th June at All Saints, Church Lawton and on Tuesday, 17th October 2023 at St Mary’s, Sandbach; all meetings being chaired by our new Rural Dean, Rev. Ian Enticott.
	At the March meeting, Sam Corley, Bishop of Stockport answered questions posed by attendees on diverse issues including the spiritual education of children in non-faith schools; low church attendance following the Covid pandemic; the availability of c...
	A light June evening at All Saints found us listening to a dynamic and inspiring presentation by Jared Brown, full-time youth worker at Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield, who described his work and mission with children and young people in the parish, free chu...
	The autumn meeting featured an illustrated presentation on Diocesan Vision ‘Together in Christ, Sharing Hope’, led by Rev Peter Froggatt, Director of Outreach and three of his colleagues.
	At the June meeting, Margaret Cruxton was elected as Lay Chair and Shirley Jones and Albert Crew were re-elected as Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, of Deanery Synod and in November, Rev Heather Kemball was inducted as Vicar of All Saints, Churc...
	Barbara Smith and Tim Fryer – Deanery Synod Representatives
	____________________________________________________________
	FABRIC GOODS AND ORNAMENTS
	SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT
	2023 TREASURER’S REPORT FOR APCM
	2023 was another successful year for St Luke’s financially. We ended the year with a surplus of £15,868 on Income versus Expenditure on our General Fund (day to day spending). We increased our giving to other charities by £2,238 to £6,606. We complete...
	We protected ourselves from the 3-fold increase in energy costs by careful management of our heating schedule. We turned a loss of £1,000 on the production of our Parish Magazine into a profit of £1,500.
	We are currently in the process of reinvesting funds to ensure the best return on our capital but at the same time managing risk and cashflow as we tackle upcoming remedial work on the church and churchyard.
	I am blessed to be the Treasurer of such a charitable and supportive congregation!
	Trevor Jenkins - Honorary Treasurer to the PCC
	CHURCH GROUPS
	Bell Ringing
	Exodus
	Floristry – altar flowers
	GENESIS – Sunday School
	GROUPS FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
	The Growth Groups have a good number of people and continue to be a focus of Christian fellowship and spiritual growth.  Our smaller Tuesday Zoom group meets monthly.  Tim’s Monday group meets weekly. Rob’s Monday group meets weekly in termtime.  Thes...
	Mothers’ Union
	Music
	THURSDAY MORNING COFFEE
	The St Luke’s Community Coffee Morning continues to meet every Thursday from 10.15. It offers support and friendship to many people, and everyone is made welcome.
	We are pleased to have visits from Mount Pleasant care home where residents enjoy meeting up with old friends.
	We have live music most weeks either from the keyboard, piano or the guitar group. We are always pleased to have new members or volunteers.
	Social Committee
	The social committee consists of 5 members, who serve the membership of the whole congregation. Throughout the last year we have been involved with the following activities.
	 coffee and croissants between the two Sunday morning services
	 helping with the ‘bring and share’ parish lunches.
	 hot cross buns and coffee at the ecumenical service on good Friday
	 mulled wine and mince pies after the Christmas carol service
	 providing food for the harvest supper
	 supporting the music weekend by providing refreshments after events
	We endeavour to vary our events and are aware of the need to provide further social events. All the monies raised are donated to church funds. We are a small committee of 5 ladies, all busy and involved with other aspects of church life. As you can im...
	ECUMENICAL GROUPS
	____________________________________________________________
	Christian Aid
	Churches Together
	Pulpit swaps were held in January between the 3 Churches.
	Focus

